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West  Virginia 
Mineral  County 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


OHIO,  SUNDAY,  APRIL,  17.  1927— «- 

TO  REBUILD  CABIN 
WHERE  LINCOLN'S 
MOTHER  WAS  BORN 

KEYSER,  W.  Va.,  April  16  (JP)— 
In  the  rugged  hills  of  W.  Virginia, 
where  the  mother  of  Abraham  liln- 
.coln  was  bom,  the  first  log  will  be 
laid  April  19  In  the  work  of  re- 
Storing  the  cabin  where  Nancy 
Hanks  first  saw  the  light. 

Nancy   Hanks  was  born  on  the 
banks  of  Nike's  Run,  a  clear  moun- 
tain stream  whose  waters  are  gath-  I 
ered  from  the  snows  of  the  AUe- , 
'  gheny  Mountains  and  finally  find 
their  way  to  the  Potomac  Rive;-.  I 
When  the  child  who  was  to  be  1 
'  the  mother  of    a    president  was 
■  born,  the  spot  was  in  Hampshlre- 
'  CO,  Virginia,  but  is  now  In  Miner- 
al-co  W.  Virginia. 

Only  recently  did  the  home  folk 
knog-  that  the  historical  spot  In 
'  tHe!r  midst  was  being  neglected. 
,  The  Rev.  Qilllam  E.  Barton,  D.  D., 
'  found  among  the  records  of  Abra- 
'  I  ham  Lincoln,  notes  pointing  to  the 
'  birthplace  of  his  mother  and  a  vls- 
J  It  to  Romney,  the  oldest  town  in 
I  W.  Virginia,  disclosed  court  records 
;  enabling  him  to  locate  the  ruins 
of  a  log  cabin,  verifying  the  notes 
•  of  the  martyred  president. 


THE  BIRTH- 
PLACE OF  NANCY 
HANKS:  JOSEPH  DOLL, 


Owner  of  t£  Farm  in  Mineral'  County,  W.  Va.,  Where  the  Mother  oi  President  Lincoln  Was 
b7tI  Poh^S^e  th^Svot^ere  the  House  Stood,  Which  Is  to  Be  Included  m  a  Proposed 


State  Park. 
(Coyd  Yost.) 


Mr,  Sadr««r  Price 
Uarllngtoa»  W©ot  TlrgiJila 

BdftT  Sir: 

Gotrernor  Coaley        i««t  adir4*«d  m«  tliat 
you  have  hem  placed  upon  the  cosaaifislcm  ap|)ointed  by 
Mm  to  deteralne  the  birthplace  of  timc7  Suites. 

Will  you  kindly  advlee  whm  «i«  eo«d««lo» 
ifl  to  mnke  Its  report  if  the  date  hae  already  hem  tet? 

Seepectfully  yo«r«» 


Lincoln  Historical  Eesearch  fomidatlon. 


MEMBEES 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Pickering, 

Eowlesburg 

John  M.  Crawford, 

Parl<ersburg: 
W.  H.  Barger,  Keyser 
Phil  Conley,  Charleston 
Andrew  Price,  Chairman 
Marllnton 


NANCY  HANKS  COMMISSION 

JOINT  RESOLUTION  NO.  13 
LEGISLATURE  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA  1929 

Octo.  19,  1929 


ALL  THAT  I  AM  OK  EVEK  HOPE 
TO  BE,  I  OWE  TO  MY  MOTHER. 

— ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Dear  Mr  V/rrren:- 

Hpving  no  office  fBcilitiss  for  nny  great  amount  of 
corrsspondsnC'S  your  lettsr  has  remf'ined  unanswered  for  some 
weeks.     In  other  words  I  sm  a  country  gentleman  that  has  been 
swamped  with  letters  owing  to  the  Lincoln  research  and  one 
other  matter  that  occurred  last  summer. 

The  "birthplace  of  Lincoln's  mother  is  now  definitely 
located  by  recorded  deeds  as  "being  on  the  J.  W,  Doll  farm, 
Antioch,  Mineral  County,  West  "Virginifj,     This  commission 
has  pa-ssed  on  that  fact  and  a  report  is  a'bout  ready  to  "be 
Bu"bm  it  ted. 

My  personal  exparisnce  is  contained  in  four  articles 
printed  in  the  Pocaliontas  Times, Qur  family  newspaper,  con- 
taining about  12,000  v/ords.    All  extra  copies  have  long  since 
been  exhausted. 

These  articles  v/ere  copied  widely  in  other  papers.  If 
you  would  like  to  see  them  I  should  think  th-^z  the  Plerald, 
Piedmont,  v;.  Va . ,  might  send  you  copies. 

I  would  be  very  glad  however  if  you  could  come  to 
West  Virginift  and  look  for  yourself  at  the  records  and 
publications  in  this  regard. 

Rev,  Dr  Willif^m  E.  Barton,  Vanderbilt  University, 
Nashville,  Tenn. ,  is  the  great  authority  on  this  subject. 
He  was  with  us  in  September. 

If  you  come  to  West  Virginia,   I  would  be  glad  to 
see  you  here  but  it  is  140  miles  south  of  Antdoch. 

There  ds  a  movement  on  foot  to  name  a  great  road 
"The  Nancy  Hanks  Highway." 

I  hope  you  will  believe  me  when  I  say  that  if  I  had 
noticed  that  your  letter  w«s  not  the  common  run,  that  I  would 
have  answered  promptly. 

"Very  truly, 


Let  me  know  if  you  come. 


October  24,  1029 


tmcy  Hantks  OosBdstiioii 
Marlinton^  W,  ?a,, 

I  «GUB  "rary  glad  indocid  to  r«c«*lve  your  lettsr 
sesA  your  klad  lijvlfeation  to  visit  yoa  if  X  eam9  to  vie&t 
Virginia. 

This  foondatiom  with  «!bich  I  aa  associated 
ptibliahes  a  weekly  broadside  fMctb  trim  to  keep  mp  with 
currfflit  mjrmmts  la  Uift  field  of  Lluoolniana.* 

A  ehort  fciBie  ago  I  prepared  a  dlscoaaloa  on 
the  Haaey  Haakt  Lincoln  Mrthpl&«e  eliieh  will  sppeer  in  two 
issues  cooing  from  the  press  on  roast  Monday* 

There  is  no  fcendeney  on  the  part  of  th®  writ«»r 
to  in  any  way  ridicule  th©  honMit  work  which  has  been  done 
on  this  project  by  a  greet  wmy  people,  bat  inasoaeh  as 
thmre  is  so  nRxoh  at  stake  in  the  finding  of  this  Cawission 
it  seems  proper  to  eidbibit  8o>T.e  of  the  documents  whl(^  laost 
be  considered  author Itative  In  this  qa<Mit. 

If  you  care  for  extra  copies  of  this  broadside 
I  will  be  pleased  to  supply  you  with  as  many  as  you  feel  ycra 
c^  tuaie,  and  I  trust  the  discussion  saay  loake  your  Coamiseion 
more  determined  to  bring  in  a  report  i^leh  will  be  consider^ 
the  last  T?ord  on  this  qu«ition. 

If  th^e  is  any  possible  way  I  can  be  of 
assistance  to  you  in  this  matter,  will  you  kindly  call  upon  »eT 

Hespectfully  yours. 


Dir  ec  t  or, 

Lincoln  Historical  lesearch  Ibundatlon, 
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OctolDer  '61,  1929 


Dr  Louia  A.  Warren, 
Fcrt  Wayne,  Indiana 

r'ear  Dr  Warren 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter  and  Lincoln  Lore,  I'c. 
26,  and  I  am  considerably  impressed  with  your  erudition  in  the 
history  of  Abraham  Lincoln.     I  went  out  ^.mcng'  the  neighbors  and 
secured,  the  four  faulty  articles  that  I  wrote  in  regard  to  my 
adventures  in  Linclon  Lore  •n'hich  wsrs  published  in  my  buother^s 
paper.  The  Pocahontas  Times,  a  country  weakly  that  has  been  in 
our  family  37  years.     We  raised  ^ncl  educ^.ted  a  family  of  six 
on  it  and  it  has  l^.ndsd  fin-^.lly  in  the  hands  of  my  youngest  brother, 
Calvin  W.  Price,  but  in  all  the  37  years  I  hav«  had  to  contribute 
weekly  to  it.     I  have  had  a  h<?rd  time  practisinj^  law  and  attending 
to  business  matters,  and  my  xveekly  articles  are  anything  but  pro- 
found.    'Tritten  on  the  jum.p  so  to  speak.     They  are  very  extensively 
copied  and  I  suppose  I  either  ought  to  stop  writing  or  do  it  right. 
I  am  enolosinf'^  the  articles  so  th;--?t  you  c^n  see  n:y  groping  way. 
I  do  net  sign  them  but  the  public  have  long  since  penetrated  the 
penuirbra  of  my  anonjrnimi ty ,  My  attention  to  history  is  because  my 
father,  ^ev.  Dr  Wm.  T,  Price,  a  Pr<^Qbyterian  minister,  was  a  his- 
tori;"^n,  and  for  the  further  reason  that  I  was  mere  or  lass  forced 
to  it  to  obtain  weekly  subjects  over  so  many  years. 

I  am  an  iconoclast.     I  do  not  subscribe  to  all  the  fables. 
My  experience  i»^  court  remitters  le^^ds  m.e  to  distrust  evidence.     I  am 
almost  ready  to  en,y  that  we  have  too  many  facts  in  history  and  not 
enough  truth. 

You  will  see  that  my  m^in  work  w-ts  to  loc'^te  the  tract  of 
land  on  which  Joseph  Hanks  gave  a  m:ortgage  in  1784. 

Let  me  observe  that  the  marrir^ge  bond  in  Washington  County  is 
not  conclusive  as  to  where  the  bride  lived.     Th:it  is  still  the  law 
in  Virp;inia  and  is  rei^arded  very  lightly  by  many  clerks  and  the 
brides' have  a  way  too  of  claiminc:  residence  by  being  there  for  a 
day.     If  Richard^  Berry  was  gu-^^rdian  he  m^ust  have  been  appointed 
by  some  record  in  that  or  scire  other  county.     The  name  "C-ardin" 
is  out  of  pl-ce  on  the  marriage  bond,  he  being  surety  for  the 
grocm. 

I  have  called  Dr  Barton's  attention  to  the-  fact  there  is 
no  certainty  about  the  m.ovement  west  by  the  Joseph  Hanks  family 
in  1764.     It  is  pretty  certain  that  they  did  not  go  that  year. 
It  may  have  been  9..s  late  as  the  spring  of  12-87.     Also  that  there 
is  no  certainty  of  the  time  that  Joseph  Hanks  arrived  in  Hampshire 
County.     The  recording'  of  the  settlement  in  Richmond  County  by 
Joseph  Hanks,  Administrator,  could  have  been  easily  attended  to  by 
agent,  mef'^enger ,  or  on  a  casual  visit  back. 

If  Nancy^Hanks  was  born  in  1785,  it  'A'ould  suit  my  ideas  of 
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Virginia 


to  study  the 


Y^u  would  have  to  con^e  to  West  _ 
mour^^/'^s  and  ths  trails  to  understand  George  Washinsjon's 
diary  of  his  ^o^-TneY  through  Dolls  Gap  in  Sspterr.her,  1784. 

rpv^Jp  ig  acre  si'^ificance  too  m  Chirlee  Friend 
who  no  doutrhinted  frorr  the  Hanks  cabin  in  Han-,pshire  County, 
heina-  connected  ^vith  the  family  after  they  ir.oved  to  Kenou^Ky. 

^rnat  impresses  aie  'Aith  Dr  Barton's  reasoning  is  tnat 
ir  con;mr-.tivelv  recent  tir.es  so  f^-r  as  Virginia  court ^ and  mortality 
re-ords  ^o  is  th-^t  a  Jcs-ph  H^nks  and  wife  and  nine  cnildren  ncved 
from  Pichrnond  County,     A  man  of  the  same  age  and  number  m  fam..y 


was  in  Hampshire  County 


lar-^e  family  died 


and 
are 


in  1762,  ^'.nd  a  m^,n  of  the  same  name  with 
left  a  will  in  Kentucky.  Dates,  places, 
about  the  best  evidences  of  the  identity 


and  route  of  travel 
of  tns  ^,2^,^  ^^^^  the  original  of  the 

sicTif'.t^jre  of  Lucy  Hanks  to  the  paper  dated  April  26,  17.0  i 
^t-rot  auite  ao--pt  your  theory  that  she  w.as  trying  to  use  the 
?^.lf"S."  ^^It  locks  more  like  she  had  tried  to  write"Lucey" 
with  ^.  faulty  quill  and  had  been  given  another  pen  and  starred 
to  sign  °^^r  a|ain.^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  accounted 

for  b-  thr  indictment  for  fornication;  by  her  being  well  provided 
fon  by  her  being  a  married  woman;  by  the  ^^S'^'^^f  iJJ^^^; 
siderable  to  the  each  of  the  daughters  named;  and  th^^t  he  had  a 
child  or  children  not  named  is  intimated  by  the  remainder  of 
M«  whole  estpt-  to  his  wife  for  life  and  afterward  to  be  divided 
between    «a?I"    his  children,  a  usual  form  when  part  of  the  children 
VMT^be'^n  sDScifically  named  in  such  a  docximent. 
h  .v.  oe.n  ^P--        ^.^iJ^    -L^^        say  that  you  will  have  to  make 

«llowarc^-s  for  m»  .3  a  hiettorim.     It  looks  like  I  will  have  to 
k^e.ror  ^^it^ng  weekly  articles  if  I  survive    for  the  same  reason 
thP.t  the  man  could  not  let  go  of  the  bear»s  tail. 
Com.e  over  and  see  us. 

Verv  truly. 


M^mlmt  2^  1929 


Mr«  im^jm  Prim 
iarilavoa^  feat  firgliiia 

S  i^pml^te  mst;^  mn&h  ymm  kisdnefts 
la  f^icllng  m  tba  ooe^lete  printing  of  s^mr  v«3T  inteamstioc 
avtl«a«»  "A  faagl«d  Skein.* 

ftwi  t»«iti<»a  ysm  occtapgr  ««  ©©atrlMtar  to  tM 
In  f»«M»si<m  1^  ymr  fanUy  it  Mir  its  IHad 

^  tttHc  «if  latins  a  a«iwp«pw  at  aM«i»»m«,  toftae  ^  f^t 
A  p©ri0d  of  abcrat  m^&e 

n  ws«  doriag  this  tixae         I  %a@8tt  to  %a&e  ©a 
jji^emt  ta  Hie  I^iaeola  <pt©»Ui>a  at  It  was  ^^^^^4 

csm  to  soi  «•  eaiter  of  tbd  iwli^tt®  t»  %1m  ^temitr 
of  Lincoln  wm  tbesi  t»lai  ditct^saed  <|ftlte  wtd®ly  in 

Kimiiel^t  ^  <39BtlzEiM  to  l>e  a  delaatidile  qae«tiom  for 


fUe  Mt  Itefore  jrmsr  oMdaiiMl  It  a  latemtSai 
imt  aaa  X  1^       will  net  imtif  ymm  ttosatiip**tesaatfl 
«an»  of  th«  ottier  traditSiftat  are  foliar  tinr©»ti^t©(U 

I  dm  adi  mek  tb®  Irdadftides  ibliiil  |R]Aill8li6& 
m  thia  faestlim  wat  aar  plac«  to  diaaw  »^  ©f  «ba  atli^ 
tsudltim  wlattd  to  the  m^mt^  tut  1  a»  awr  »«!f  ta 
Iglva       tartb  iafiofiaatloa  m  will  atsiat       t©  msikm  a  pttwawa 
lB!fdstl#iilloa  which  I  feet  »l|^t  em  2»Mmr  ta  tolwlag  m& 
pf^m  %hm  ths  mxAmt         ym  sow  hata* 

It  it  mmBmsj  for  m  to  ^  tlmt  josi  do  a^  aiiEa 
tills  eoalaot  kaowa  %q  bhq^  mnQ  aatil  it  has  ^e€a  giwm  a  I2i9am# 
ImrestliSSfttiaa, 

X  hawa  Ulkm  m  mm  a  l^tmr  writtea  tr  a  0mt&mm 
of  ^astf^  B^ika  of  S^tai^  dated  Jmiaeaqr  a6»  10S5,  M  tMe 
letter  he  sar»|  «©ra»ifath@r  told  a»  that  aa  eatat®  of  mm  $m 
wmm  was  ri^tltaiy  hi«»  har^  hem  mlawf»sH|r  h«ld  ^  Ma 
eliiap  hrofeer  tfeoia  I  thiak       aaied  ^oabna,  mia  estate  wa® 
taiat«d  la  Briar  Coi^«  ?ir$lala«t 

I 

I 


2f  ^  lanics  Dens  em  ^  Xoi^M  Itm  I  tMaie  mm  ^Wame 
fonts  I  hme  aimiafei  mi     wovmi  im%9  tli»  stoyar 

80  thal$  tto  finding  of  jronr  ooaniaBloa         hmm  ft 
goed  ^.K^onmiaxy  basis*  Sine*  70a  liipe  la  Hko  aijaeosi  eofttsl^ 
to  Oroea  Brier  I  f  o«X  yvm  aro  Juot  tbe  oa«  to  wleo 
iix?e0ti^tioiis  and  2  n  pooitivstl^i'  it  vflX  \m  -wtdt  Soaio;: 

Of  eooroe  I  m  aeqaalnted  with  tlio  wsxic  ot  Hsoka 
family  V        Barton«t»it  1ms  bad  t^^eoorae  m  Mtt^  la  bis 
taooBGiaatioa  M  m  •ffwttm  Hial  2  do  aot  oare  to  aiit«NSOa^te 
liiai  fttr^or.  9or  nsaar  fbhts   2  ^snre  bim  dapilsato  oopi«»»  0rfttis« 
of  all  t)i«  Hanks  aad  Liaoola  records  n&icii  I  disoovmd, 
im^adiag  ths  rsoord  of  tlis  obange  of  fomioatioia  acslast 
Lw  Haaics.  It  was  this  IsM  ^Idh  Isd        l«  Miks  ft  pMNMiM& 
investi^i^tioa  along  thla  line. 

X  wish  you  laM^t  soe  tim  orl^imX  yaay  oortifieato 
and  thoro  ars  lasoy  others  t^at  wotild  XSke  t^tiasre  that  priwsXsd^* 

aoaie  hsadwritiac  ojcpert  had  the  opportsaity  aad  the  pt^^r  was 
tested  for  iak  spots  2  feeX  sore  that  ma/^  of  this  Xalwr  w» 
are  e^^ndia^  would  ke  sasred*   fiat  the  certificate  is  astXoagsr 
fffsiXahXe  ia  the  ^r^er  Oowity  reooo^*  2  went  thm  ftor 
the  ;wrp»se  of  hmUig  it  pboto^rsfM  aad  tt  was  aot  to  he  f omA. 

Xt  wilX  ^we  SIS  oooh  pileaaitre  to  assist  yoa  la  anj  wsr 
psssihle  la  dewelopSac  the  QreetfBrier  County  iixrestlsatim 
hot  I  h;^  alwagrs  fooad  that  best  progress  could  he  laade 
oae  or  two  working  cfaietXy*   2  snst  wtge  a^ia  that  ym 
eoasider  this  lead  ooafldeatiaX  sad  2  shall  ^t  together  soas 
nore  eridonee  which  X  thlak  will  help  to  If^oate  the  ?irgiaia 
boas  froiiB  v^leh  the  Hsnksas  laoTed  to  ICentnoliqr  iM  Oreea  Brier 
Coaa1^« 

^11  3roti  please  aftrlse  ymr  assoviates  on  this  oonsissioa 
that  the  attltade  of  this  fooaafttlea  ia  their  talk  is  entirely 
sympathetic  aad  we  hMi  bo  pleased  to  render aay  serrioe 
possible  in  this  effort* 

Let  IBB  hear  from  yooat  your  ooawcaieaeo* 

Siaoerely  ^noors^ 


^  Birector 
Lincoln  uistorloi:!  ^s«af«iK  rooadatioa 


ITov ember  4, 


Dspr  Dr  Warren: 

I  hnY5  before  ns  your  latter  "nd  enclosure  to 
Governor  Conley  with  request  to  write  you  direct.  i 
wrote  you  more  than  you  will  re^d  perhape  the  other  dfiy, 
so  consider  the  conversation  open. 


Very  truly, 


MEMBERS 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Pickering, 

Eowlesburg 

John  M.  Crawford, 

Parkersbursr 
W.  H.  Barger,  Keyser 
Phil  Conley,  Charleston 
Andrew  Price,  Chairman 
Marlinton 


NANCY  HANKS  COMMISSION 

JOINT  RESOLUTION  NO.  13 
LEGISLATURE  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA  1929 


ALL  THAT  I  AM  OK  EVER  HOPE 
TO  BE,  I  OWE  TO  MY  MOTilBK. 

— ABBAHAM  LINCOLN. 


November  4,  1929 


Dear  Dr  Warren :- 


'^^bout  the  first  part  of  September,  this  year,  I  went 
roe  County  to  make  a  speech  at  an  lanveiling  of  a  monument 
evolutiongry  Soldier.     I  stayed  all  night  with  some  friends, 
The  next  day  my  host,  Hon.  Clarence  Dickson,  Second 


to  Mon 
to  ?>•  He 
the  Dicksons. 
Creek,  W.  7a., 
were  thrown  on 


said 
a 


he 


At  Union  we 


would  go  along  to  the  meeting, 
difficult  detour  to  the  east  and  some  v/here 
on  th^.t  road,  not  far  from  Dropping  Lick  Pun,  Mr  Dickson  said: 
"There  is  the  old  Hanks'  house."    It  w^.s  an  ancient  dilapidated 
structure.    My  friend  informed  ms  that  .as  far  as  he  knew  the 
name  was  not  kno'^Ti  in  the  county  any  more.     The  old  homestead 
is  a  m3l«i,nchDly  sight. 

Grecmbrier  County  was  formed  in  1777  and  took  in  about 
half  of  the  present  territory  of  West  Virginia  in  the  southern 
part.    Ivlonroe  w^^s  formed  wholly  from  Greenbrier  in  1799. 


my 

Greenbrier 
Monroe 


I  find  four  original  gr^^nts  from  ^n  index  that 
office  to  the  Hanks  as  follows: 

1797  80  acres 

1838  21  acres 

1838  74  acres 

1S46  500  acres 


I  h^vs  in 


■^Jm.  Hanks, 
Caleb  Hank 
Same 

John  Hank 


All  these  grants  se^rn  to  have  been 


Foot  of  Little  Mountain 
Turkey  Creek 
Dropping  Lick  Crriek 
Dropping  Lick  Creek 
close  together.  Turkey 
The  road  crosRes  a 


Creek  is  at  the  foot  of  Little  Mountain.    

little  divide  to  Dropping  Lick  Cre^.k  f/hich  is  also  at  the 

*  little  Mountain.    Poth  strsairis  are  part  of  Indian  Creek 
I  am  pretty  sure  that  old  house  was  between  11'illow  Bend 


foct  of 
basin. 


and  Pock  Camp, 
discovered  oil 


■Ml 


in 

red  oil  and  gas  field. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  records  of  Greenbrier  County  and 
Monroe  County  would  throw  a  lot  of  light  on  these  Eanks's.  I 
live  in  pccahontas  County  the  most  northern  of  the  Greenbrier 
Valley  counties.     T^ese  are  all  blue  grass  counties,  very  pleasing 
to  visitors.    Convenient  to  the  White  Sulphur  Springs. 

If  you  decide  to  come  to  investigate  I  could  meet  you  at 
the  Fnite  Sulphur  Springs  •^'>;ich  is  on  the.  edge  of  Greenbrier  County, 
near  Monroe*  and  introduce  you  to  the  country. 

I  \vould  expect  to  find  that  William  Hanks  established  a 
residence  prior  to  1797  and  that  his  descendants  lived  there 


Monroe 
field. 


County,  West  Virginia,  in  a  recently 


until  recent  years. 

Lewisburg  the  countyseat 
the  county  seat  of  Monroe  66 
highway. 

Very  truly. 


of  Greenbrier  is  42  miles,  and  Union 
miles  froir  my  home,  \"jith  a  modern 


PATRONS  ARE  REQUESTED  TO  FAVOR  THE  COMPANY  BY  CRITICISM  AND  SUGGESTION  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE  1201-3 


Class  of  Service 


This  is  a  full-rate 
Telegram  or  Cable- 
gram unless  its  de- 
ferred character  is  in- 
dicated by  a  suitable 
sign  above  or  preced- 
ing the  address^ 


WESTERN 
UNION 


NEWCOMB  CARLTON,  PRESIDENT 


J.  C.  WIULEVER,  FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 


.  .. 

SIGNS 

DL 

=  Day  Letter 

NM 

=  Night  Message 

NL 

■=  Night  Letter 

LCO 

=■  Deferred  Cable 

CLT 

=  Cable  Letter 

WLT 

s 

=  Week-End  Letter 

r 

The  filing  time  as  shown  in  the  date  line  on  fuU-rate  telegrams  and  day  letters,  and  the  time  of  receipt  at  destination  as  shown  on  aU  messages,  is  STANDARD  TI  ME. 

Received  at  

iFAB9   11   COLLECT=MARLIMGTON   WVIR  NOV  6  11?0A 


IDR  LOUIS   A  WARREN, AN  ANSWER  DATE= 


^EXPECT  TO  MEET  YOU  MONDAY  AT  LEWISBURG   ABOUT  NINE  OCLOCK 


ANDREW  PRICE.  7107A, 


THE  QUICKEST,  SUREST  AND  SAFEST  WAY  TO  SEND  MONEY  IS  BY  TELEGRAPH  OR  CABLE 


UarXlnton,  *^«»t  fir^nla 
Uy  d«ar  Mr.  meet 

d--l'?y  in  iffltte  to       hm  h&m  du«  to  * 
r^tJi^r  ^xtmided  visit  which  I  i^J^^^J^^^^^f  |;^?f^ 
t<5  trace  do^  ewy  Imouc  tradition  aboat  the  family, 
iffid  I  lwiV9  cmse  T^a^k  with  a  wy  larg«  of  data. 

I         not  liad  tins  rvs  yet  to  §o  ov^sp  it  i«sd  jiaici 
corr^^rlsonE.  Imt  5^  soon  ^«  T  .5o,  I  will  ^^/^^^^^^^ 
Ely  conclusions  Er«  with  refisrsaea  to  Ihm  W«»t  ?irglnia 
notations* 

I  cortsinly  {jnjoy'^d       two  4^8  spest  with  yoa, 
asid  want  to  thaiOc  you  for  your  Mud  hoftpitality. 

Of  ons  thing  I  m  C9sr%H\n,  Mid  that  U  that  the 
Qovemor  has  r^e  n  wS.«e  .elation  in  ^^^f^'??^*^^^^ 
M»  OotaraiBsion  and  th<it  the  Cocralfision  will  do  lt»  utm*% 
to  placo  thoir  findin.'Tf>  «T^»  »  docaa<sntary  hasia. 

If  I  can  he  of  r,ti:y  farther  «»»i«t«nce  to  you  or 
your  Consalseion.  will  yoa  kindly  call  upon  ae. 

H««poctftiily  youre. 


Director, 


jj^jVX.  Lincoln  Historical  a©«earoh  Fonndation^ 


Mr,  kadrm  Price 
Marllnton,  Wsdt  f  irginla 

iSy  dear  J^i*.  Frie®5 

I  Im^®  Just  bad  the  photo^s^hs  flixlslied 
©Mch  I  tooic  on  <mr  little  trip  in  &r«anbrl^  C«uaty. 

If  /oti  oaa  n»«  any  mora  of  %hm^  I  should  1^9 
v»ry  glad  to  8«ad  tfeeea  uptm  ywiir  request. 

E«ap«cfcfully  yoara. 


.  director. 


p^S,  I  hm^  already  f  a*wfird*^d  a  set  to  Mrs.  Jess® 


Keyser,  ^st  Va« 
September  24th  1930« 


Br  Louis  A  Warren 
BDITOfi  ** 
Lincoln  Historical  Hesearoh 
Fort  Iffiayna,  Indiana 


dear  Boctors- 

I  have  one  co;^^  of  Lincoln  Lore  dated  October  21st 1929, 
one  of  October  28th.,  1929  and  one  of  Becember  9th.,  1929., Nos  28,  29  &  35 
respectively.  If  there  are  nambers  bet-isjean  29  and  35  I  T)^ald  be  glad  to  be 
furnished  with  ten  copies  each  as  x^ell  as  ten  copies  of  Nos., 28,  29  and  35, 
also  ten  of  any  issues  since  No»35^if  available. 

Any  cost  in  connection  ?.'ith  the  furnishing  of  the  above  Tn?ill 
gladly  be  taken  care  of  by  me  on  presentation  or  notification  of  bill. 

With  best  wishest  I|^m 


MG-OSWF 


Cifarlejstmi 

Keysert  WestVa* 
October  4tii.,  1930 • 


Miss  Sthel  Hezmeford 

Lincoln  Historial  Ba search  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne-  Ind* 


Dear  Miss  Hennefordi- 


This  will  acknotwledge  receipt  of  your  letter 
September  29th  end osir^  copies  of  Lincoln  Lore  IJos  50,  55  and  64. 

Daring  the  last  session  of  the  West  Virginia  Legislature  I  introduced 
a  resolution  requesting  the  (Jovenor  to  appoint  a  cojmaitte  to  determine  the 
birth-place  of  Hanoy  Haiiks, mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Resolution  r^as  passed, 
committe  appointed  the  fact  established  that  she  ras  born  in  Mineral  county, 
the  county  I  represented  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature.     Ifov  it  is 
the  intention  to  ask  the  state  at  the  next  session  of  the  legislature  for  an 
apprgpriatian  with  vhich  to  erect  some  kind  of  a  marker  on  the  spot  vhere 
Hancy  Hanks  was  born  and  the  more  infoimation  I  have  concerning  Lincoln  and 
the  family  the  better  chance  I  rrill  have  to  accomplish    hat  I  startad  out  to  do. 
With  this  in  vie^?  I  am  writing  to  ask  if  you  rill  kindly  send  me  the  other  sets 
concerning  Lincoln  enumerated  in  your  letter  of  September  29th. 

Dr  aJarren  was  correct  in  his  assumption  regarding  the  issues  ^hich  dealt 
only  with  the  Hanks  family  that  I  ras  interested  in  at  the  time, but  it  may  be 
that  I  can  derive  valuable  information  from  the  balance  vhich  'r'ill  go  quite 
a  long  way  in  obtaining  the  desired  result. 

Your  letter  states  ^os  28,  29  and  35  are  not  available.  I  am  again  menion- 
Ing  themwith  the  thought  in  mind  that  perhaps  you  had  run  across  these  copies 
and  that  I  mi^t  be  able  to  get  hold  of  sane- 

^Slth  best  wishes  and  thaiiking  you,  laa 


C&rdially  Yours, 


ALF  WALKER,  SECRETARY 


S.  M.  SCOTT.  JR..  PRESIDENT 
TERRA  ALTA 


ROY  B.  COOK 

CHARLESTON 


F.  B.  HAYMAKER,  VlCE-PRES 
CLARKSBURG 


MARION  H-.  JUDY 

PETERSBURG 


WEST  VIRGINIA 

Board  of  Pharmacy 
charleston,  w.  va. 

April  12,  1932. 
Dear  Doctor  Warren: - 

I  am  mailing  on  to  yon  a  letter  and 

a  "blue  print  that    I  find  filed  in  some  of  my  papers. 

You  perhaps  have  the  same  thing,  but  if  not,  there  may 
be  something  of  passing  interest. 

While  it  would  be  opposite  to  a  state- 
ment set  down  by  Lincoln  could  it  have  been  that  his  mother 
was  a  daughter  of  a  MES.  Hahlcs,  a  daughter-ih-law  of  Joseph? 
That  is,  she  was  a  widow,  living  with  her  husbands  family  and 
the  child  bom  after  his  death? 

I  am  glad  that  you  found  something  of  interest 
in  the  article  on  "Washington's  ISost  Colony"    that  appeared  in 
the  West  Virginia  Review.  But  the  real  reason  was  because  of  the 
little  Lincoln  poem  that  appeared  on  the  same  page. 


Antioch,  W.  Va.  August  24th.,  1931. 


Dr  Roy  Bird  Cook, 
Charlestnn,  W.  Ya, 
Dear  Sir: 

Having  resided  in  this  section  for  more  than  50  years,  and 

T7orked  over  our  lands  much  as  a  Surveyor,  and  always  interested  along 
that  line  in  what  George  Washington  did  for  Lord  Fairfax,  I  am  address 
ing  you  at  the  request  of  Mr,  Vause  Marshall,  of  Williamsport ,  Grant 
County,  W.  .Ya, 

When  Washington  surveyed  our  Patterson  Creek  Manor  of  some 
10000  Acres  in  1749,  the  same  year  he  surveyed  the  South  Pork  Manor 
of  the  South  Branch,  he  stopped  overnight  with  one  Isssc  Greenwell 
at  what  is  now  known  as  Reeses  Mill,  and  recently  the  Geographcal  Mag- 
azine people  wanted  the  location  I  was  al:>le  to  define  it  by  a  young 
Cherry  tree  just  recently  planted  "by  a  friend  of  mine  on  the  site  of 
the  old  house.  Also  I  have  been  at  the  Blue  Rock  where  the  upper  end 
of  the  South  Fork  Manor  ends  and  Washington  &  his  men  ate  their  din- 
ner and  on  which  said  rock  Washington  placed  an  inscription,  now  oblit 
erated  by  a  roUd  l<fetion«in  the  upper  line  of  Lot  1  (20  lots  in  all), 
and(22  lots  in  our  manor),  and  the  day  after  staying  at  Greenwell^  he 
jouriieyed  to  one  Silas  Hedges,  one  of  his  Majesty*s  Magistrates ,  but 
I  know  of  only  one  piece  of  land  owned  by  Hedges,  and  that  is  on  New 
Creek,  and  Washington  would  not  I  think^  leave  the  waiters  t)f  Patter- 
on  Creek  to  go  to  New  Creek  when  on  his  way  to  the  South  Branch. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  books  in  my  line  is  John  V/,  Way- 
land*  s  book  The  Fairfax  Line,  surveyed  in  1746,  from  the  head  of  the 


(2) 


Conway  River  a  tributary  of  the  Rappahannock,  75  2/3  miles,  1T.41<> 
40*¥.  and  missed  their  objective  4  miles,  ran  a  travers^jline  and 
corrected  to  S.46<^,,  and  missed  the  starting  point  only  300  Pt,  on 
their  return,  and  I  might  add  that  I  have  done  much  surveying  along 
and  adjacent  the  Patterson  Creek  Manor  ,  and  also  along  the  Northern 
Neck  line  the  southern  "boundary  of  the  Northern  Heck  or  Fairfax 
holding,  but  while  I  like  to  work  with  any  of  the  surveys,  I  was  al\* 
ways  most  interested  in  those  of  Washington. 

I  noted  in  working  on  the  South  Branch  Manor  a  year  or  two 
ago  on  Lot  Ho  10  of  the  Manor  about  5  miles  from  Romney  that  James 
W.  Genn  was  the  surveyor  spoken  of  as  doing  the  work  for  Washington, 
or  at  least  we  always  thought  Washinhton  supervised  the  work. 

On  this  lot  10  John  Champe  of  Revolutionary  fame  lived  for 
many  years,  not  apparently  interested  in  owning  any  land  there,  but 
he  did  take  up  a  tract^f  330  Ac.  on  Abrams  Creek,  and  also  156  &c, 
at  the  Crest  of  Allegheny  Mt,,  and  I  have  worked  on  them,  the  Run 
on  the  firt  named  tract  is  named  Johny  Cake  because  he  camped  there 
and  baked  his  Corn  Cakes  on  a  board^before  the  fire. 

His  house  site  can  be  seen  on  Lot  10,  East  side  of  River 
near  the'*Haunted  Gate",  probably  named  for  the"  Haunted  Lick^nearby. 

I  live  near  the  Hancy  Hanks  site  and  aided  both  Hon.  Andrew 
Price  and  Rev.  Wm.  E.  Barton  in  their  search  for  it,  in  fact  Thomas 
the  oldet  son  of  Joseph  Hanks  was  uncle  of  my -  grandfather  by  marriage, 
and  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  acopy  of  the  Doll  lands,  which 
they  have  held  144  yrs.,  2  Jacob  Dolls,  younger  one  got  grant  for  115i- 
Ac.  1812,  i&clMtng  a  little  land  on  E.  side  of  Hanks  land,  must  have 
been  afraid  o^is  faAhet^s  title,  deeds  for  both  parts  of  Hartman  216 
Ac.  recorded  by  error  in  Hardy  Co.  instead  of  Hampshire.  Have  large 


(3) 

Map  of  Mineral  County  showing  location  of  Nancy  Hanks  Place,  (  I  sur- 
veyed on  it  30  years  ago  not  knowing  its    name  other  than  Dolls  owner- 
ship at  the  time.    Perhap^ou  read  Mr  Price's  writing  in  the  1929, 

Jfear  Book  of  our  State, of  the  search  for  the  proper|locatinh. 

i 

Thomas  Hanks  land  was  owned  hy  our  people  after  he  left  this 
sectionim  1800.  ihave  a  3085  Ac.  grant  calis  for  his  lines  in  1794. 

I  count  myself  lucky  that  I  was  well  acquainted  with  our  lands 
and  was  able  to  definitely  say  whereat  was. 

Price's  writing  explains  what  I  knew  about  it. 
Blue  Prints  can  be  had  of  me  of  the  Doll  lands  and  the  County 
Map  showing  their  loation.  I  ate  several  meals  in  the  o^  Hanks  house 
before  it  was  known  as  such, 

I  have  written  too  much  to  take  up  your  time. 

iTy  Truly  Yours, 


\y.o*k,c.o,tix 


W«st  TirgiJila  Board  <sf  FJ»ri!H^ 

yoa  *»«ry  «cfe  for  eslling  to  W  &%tm^lm 
tM  eorr©sp<mi©!^e  with  Mr*  Mrt&      laartla,  whl&h  jm 

If  yar.  do  not  feave  iwt#dt»t#  uwe  for  tM«  «rtlet« 
I  »l«mld  lllm  to  file  it  with  my  infoTwrntlm  on  tlie 
f«fit  Virgiaia  lif!ilc»«s. 

Tofor  tfeeoiy  tiiat  lioey  lajaks  was  siarried  hmf  &Tm 
nh»  emm  to  Kentticky  i«  in  imi«<w  witli  isgr  own  &n&  also  la 
feanao-i^  witfe  tfe#  4^es«^«f^a®^ts  of  te©F  Bmlce  stUl  llTiug  Im  ^ 
K^t"e«Slgr« 

Of  ©mtr««  tM«  is  ooatradfetoifT  to  %h.e  Bartos 
th»©ry,  tmt,  n«^eytfeel«8s.  I  %«TiW  it  to  tj«  tli«  tsm®  ois«. 

I  regr«t  titat  a  «ji  state*  was         iti  «!ar  last 
M%Iiopm#y  wit!i  rcfsreaee  to  ■credltlQ.g  tfe©  eTtlelft  in 
tfe«'  te»t  Tlrgint©  t«vi«w  md  I  tfeaa^  fm  for  ©all tag  w 
m.%%m%lm.  to  it. 


Mrmt&r 


WEEK   BY  WEEK_m^!^^ 

^--^{^^TI^FT^^  BIRTHPLACE 

Co«.p«^.HK™WB..sF.v.«i«no;LW«'.^T^^^^   

V/e  are  in  receipt  of  a  cachet  from  the 
H-r^y  Fanks  Memorial  Association  an- 
ntacint  the   dedication   on  Saturday, 
May  6  1933,  of  a  memorial  for  Lmcoln  s 
t  ^thi,  Nancy  Ranks  Lincoln  at  the  site 
rler  birthplace  near  Antioch,  Mineral 
ronni^  West  Virginia.  It  is  a  large  stone 
wi4  a  bronze  tablet  10.20,  and 
;  ;ut^'f  the  stone  is  printed  on  the  en- 
1  one    At  the  right  of  the  cnt  is  a  p.c- 


r      nf  =2.^nh  Bush  Lincoln,  the  step- 
''oth-'  of  the  President  and  at  the  left 
;  1  n  ct.ve  engraved  from  the_German- 
4nex-McNulty  Lincoln,  the  orv^mal  ne 
of  which  is  owned  by  th.  yn-i^  • 
As  a  matter  of  history  there  is  no  p  c 
^^.  f^^^'life  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 
S;  letter  was  mailed  from  Keyser  the 
count;  seat  of  Mineral  County,  West 

Virginia.  {reneralW 

The  birthplace    was    "^^^  ^^^^^ 
,-Jwn  but  seyeral  years  ago  Dr  Wm.  K 
EaHon  .^.earthed  records  lo-^g  t^e 
sie  of  the  log  cabin  and  gaye  the  facts 
to  the  world. 


Tablet  to  Afoncy  Hanks  Marks 
Birthplace  in  West  Vir^nia 

 ■ 

/  By  The  Associated  Press. 
K^YSER,  W.  Va.,  May  28.— A 
jjSblet  memorializing  Nancy 
/Hanks,  mother  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, was  unveiled  today  on  the 
site  of  the  cabin  where  she  was 
born,  nine  miles  south  of  here. 

Over  2,000  witnessed  the  cere- 
monies, held  under  the  sponsor- 
ship of  the  Nancy  Hanks  Associ- 
ation, the  funds  for  the  erection 
of  the  monument  having  come 
from  the  Reconstruction  Finance 
Corporation. 

Earl  Martin,  attired  as  the  Civil 
War  President,  unveiled  the  tab- 
let. 

The  spot  where  the  cabin  stood 
was  located  by  the  late  Andrew 
M.  Price  of  Marlinton,  W.  Va., 
historian  and  editor.  He  was 
aided  by  records  obtained  in 
Hardy  County,  W.  Va. 


WEST  VIRGINIA  M^UKS  THE  BIRTHPLACE  OF  THE  MOTHER 
OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN:  THE  DEDICATION  OP  A  MONUMENT 
on  the  Site  of  the  Cabin  Near  Keyset,  W.  Va.,  in  Which  Nancy  Hanks 
'Vfas  Bom,  in  Ceremonies  Conducted  by  W.  H.  Barger,  President  of 
i/.  the  Nancy  Hanks  Association. 

(Times  Wide  World  PJtiotos. ) 
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tT.  C,  Sanders 
The  ilountain  I^cho,  Keysor 
.Vest  Virginia, 
Thursday,  June  15,  1933 


"A  Madonna  of  The  West 
Virginia  Llountains. 
Address  delivered  at 
the  dedication  of  Nancy 
Hank's  Memorial. 


!1IKS*3  HUH,  MiniSiL  OQUim 
BY 

for  f!ior®  tJteB  n  centiir;/  hiatorians  ariS  "bici^phers  heve 
sought  aillifi-ejitl:;  to  ©otabliah  the  birthplctce  of  nancy  Haake 
mother  of  Abraliam  Lincoln.    !!o  fe?,*©r  thun  ten  comities  1® 
three  difforeiiti  states  have  l^ia  claiK  to  this  honor,  and  at 
Xeaet  three  niomncBto  hnYe  beoB  dedicated  to  hor  aemory. 

At  last  it  was  a:gT©e3  that  her  birthplace  was  aosewhere 
on  she  eaaterm  ooaot  of  Tlrgiiila,  but  family  a^d  court  record 
hBd.  sosehow  failed  to  fix  the  elusive  spot.    Thm  onim  the 
late  Dr.  Wiilism  S.  Bartas,  of  .Foxboro,  Masiiaehxiaotts,  in 
1929,  '^/ith  the  statetiout  that  «!  loiifr  aad  ooreful  tiesrch  had 
beeri  rewarded;  thst  he  ha5  uncovei'ed  unquestionable  proofs 
thet;  the  mother  of  the  G-reat  Eraanoipator         born  on  Mike's 
.Rmi»  in  whet  is  .now  Miners?!  County,  v/eat  X'irginia. 

At  first,  '"est  Virgirda  hiotoriaoo  were  sfeeptical. 
Perhfipa  they  had  prowii  30  aoouatomed  to  aaoediji-r  "the  mothers 
of  frreat  men  undi  event e  to  Ulrginia,  th^^t  the:jrhar61y  haa 
"state-oonfideiioe'*  enou^rh  to  claim  such  as  horior* 

But  facts  which  Dr.  Bsirtosi  present  ©a  were  sufficiently 
convincin'^r  to  ciemfiiscl  a  thorou.'Th  investiimtioH.    A  "llajscy 


HsBlcs  ComiaissioB"  wsis  duly  appointed  by  the  West  Vircrinia 
Legislature.    This  Commission  oompoaed  of  :    Honorable  Andrew 
Price,  Marlinprtos;  Mrs«  A*  A,  Piekerliig,  Howlesbnr W,  H. 
Barg-er,  Ket/ger;  Charles  H,  J'iTJsell,  Keys  or;  D.  a.  HarblB, 
AHtioch;  MiS3  Vircrinia  ;/oocl.  Lost  River;  John  F.  Crawford, 
Parkersburf?;  and.  Phil  Oonley,  Charleston;  aet  to  work  deter- 
mined  to  trace  down  overj?  elue,  an5  settle  now  and  for  all  time, 
this  ^'Riaaie  of  Kanc^  HaBk's  Birthplace." 

Dr.  Barton  had  fovn^  to  his  great  surprin©  that  the  very 
courity  ill  Virginia  in  which  Linooln  biographers  hai  aprree^  that 
Uanay  Hanks  was  borR,  the  court  recoras  Ua  not  eoritain  the 
name  of  "Hanks".    i?he  name  "Hawks"  appeared  numerous  tines  arid 
had  evidentially  been  mistaken  for  "Hanks". 

?he  fact         '^ell  establiahed  t'mt  NaBoy  Hanks  waa  the 
aaufrhtor  of  Lucy  Haruis,  ana  that  her  grand  father's  mama  was 
Joseph  Hajaks.     It  vmo  recalled  that  Lincoln  ha:?  oarifiderl  to  his 
law-partner  aiad  friend,  William  H.  Herndon,  tho hiii   lobher  was 
the  illefritiraato  daurrhter  of  Lucy  Ilar^ks,  an5  that  her  f-rther 
wa  .3  ft  well-bred  Virtrirtis  former  an;'*  plonter.    "But,  Lincoln, 
whether  he  refraine:^  becauee  of  his  ;1eep  revoronoe  for  his  mother, 
or  whether  he  ^i:i  not  know  the  latea  aisa  evejats  in  'Jis  raaternal 
line,   UJ  not  ,;Tivo  any  of  ^^his  hiutory  in  the  Canpairm •  biOT^raphy 
which  he  prepared  soon  after  his  election  to  Oongreaa  in  IBGO. 
It  remained,  therefore,  for  those  who  'fouia  know  the  Hanks* 
family  history  to   "O  baok  nearly  tr/o  hunarer!  ye'^irs,  ani  to  piece 
together  the  Links  which  ha ^  been  broken  anl  scattered,  over 
State  ana  County  records  of  Virj-rinia  ana   '(feat  Virginia. 
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At  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  thsjt  part  of 
Tirglnia  lying  between  the  hea.1  waters  of  the  Rap '^a bannock  and 
Potomac  rivers  known  as  tlie  Fairfax  Lana  C^rayit,  visir,  confiscated 

the  State  of  Virf^iuia,  and  thro^m  open  for  set bleraen t.  There 
wae  a  ^rreat  rush  into  this  section,  arid  Joseph  Hanks,  Lincoln's 
grandfather,  who  had  Taarrie:!  Ann  Lee,  of  the  7ir,?riBia  Lees,  sold 
his  farm  ar^.l  movod  from  Fordhani  Parish,  Richmond  OouBt;^/,  Vir-Tinia 
into  the  proirdaisg  wild  ems  Sf3  of  VirFriaia. 

Hecords  of  Joseph  Hanks,  Lucy's  father,  were  easily  traced 
up  to  the  year  1780,  when  he  returned  to  2ioh2iorA  County  to 
settle  hia  mother's  estste.    The  final  settleraent  of  her  estate 
waa  male  in  1784,  but  records  of  this  settlement  1o  not  reveal 
his  place  of  residence  or  frora  whence  ne  cf^me  to  'nake  that  settle 
m©!it.    And  it  wsi^  Just  here  that  a  long  line  of  historisBs  had 
oome  to  hault :    ?/here  wan  the  abode  of  Joseph  Hanks  and  hia 
faiaily  froni  1781  until  1785,  at  which  ti^io  the  reaor'5  3  sho-,^  he 
had  lived  nenv  Holling  fork  of  Salt  'Uver,  in  the  hill  country 
of  KeMtuck? 

But  thanks  to  the  Bureau  of  Census  of  the  Uniterl  States  — 
this  question  too  could 'be  ariswere'"?  •    The  census  reports  for 
1790  had  practically  all  hoeii  hurru^'i  when  the  British  hurned 
the  Capitol  in  1015,    But,  fortniiately ,  forty  of  the  ai-hty 
counties  iia  Virginia  were  able  to  farBish  lists  of  the  citizens 
arjd  taxpayers  of  their  respective  counties  ■:^urlng'  the  tei^-year 
period  proceed  in?*  1V90.    "The  Virginia  enuiaeration  of  182 
which  was  later  incorporate-  in  the  First  United  Stiit^a  Census 
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in  1790»  showed  the  family  of  Joseph  Hanks,  wifch  a  total  of 
eleren  jjerH-^ns,  all  white,  resi-lents  in  Hampshire  County.  The 
enumera tioB  was  macie  by  Major  Yinoent  'Williams,  within  the  two 
weeks  ©iidiBg  September  24,  1?82," 

The  rsamOF  of  the  elaven  persons  r^ere: 

Joseph  HaniCB,  age  54;  his  \iife  Ami  Lee  Hank:s;  their  son 
Thomas,  uge  23;  fdur  younger  sons  an  J  four  dau-;^hters,  the  eldest 
of  ?^hich  was  "Lucy'",  then  seTentesn. 

The  records  of  rlaiapshire  County  also  reveal  that  Joseph 
Hanics  purchased  from  Peter  Hart'ijan  of  Washington  Oounty,  Mary- 
land, a  farra  of  108  acres,  situated  on  the  drains  of  Mike*s  Run 
in  FlGTiipshire  County,  Virginia,  being  lialf  of  an  orip^inal  f^irm  of 
210  acres;  that  sail  Joseph  Hsnks  in  the  spring  of  1'734  gave  a 
deed  of  tru^t  to  one  Peter  Hartirmn  on,  for  a  loan  of  twenty-one 
poun.is.    That  (^ebt  Joseph  Haniis  nev'-r  paid,  and  the  raort.^-^e 
;vas  forecloa-^d.    But  here,  our  biof?:raphers  ran  jnbo  one  of  the 
most  baffling-  problems.    The  recor"!3  of  ffempshire  County  leave 
no  trace  of  the  deposition  Peter  Putmn  nade  of  ishis  tr  ct  of 
land,  nor  of  its  looation,  except  that  it  was  situated  on  IFlke's 
Run  • 

But,  the  late  Andrew  Price,  whom  Governor  Coiiley  had  appointed 
Chairman  of . the  Nancy  Hanks  Comniaaiou,  prided  himself  on  being 
able  to  ferret  out  the  knotty  problems  of  old  lane!  records.  This 
"Riddle"  of  Hike's  Hun  had  a  solution,  and  he  was  deterrained  to 
find  it.    Price  uays,  "It  came  to  me  in  the  raildle  of  the  ni.Tht 
that  the  solution  v7oul.l  be  found  in  the  records  of  Hardy  County, 


in  the  Gonrt  house  in  Iloorefieia.    (Hardj?  CoiiHtjf  mi  been  a  part 
of  Hampshlra  County  until  1786,  aufl  beoauae  of  Its  favorable 
looatioB  w-Qa  sattloa  vsrj  i»rl5?  after  the  '-rmve  of  -^^hite  men  had 
hro'^en  over  the  crsst  of  the  AUc^^hosiies)  •    "fhat  idea  minM 
poaaasaior  to  such  an  extent  that  I  pnlle-l  out  for  the  South 
Branch  the  next,  mors  in?:,  an'i  It  toofe  oae  glance  at  the  deed  hook 
FTurabor  1,  to  solve  the  pnsr^l®,         fioc^urit  for  all  the  pai-tinsj 
mw\  locate  the  land," 

The  original  grant  vmp  ma  a©  hj  Lor3'  PairfQx^  to  Pater  Hart- 
sian  in  1311,    It  was  r®-ent©re(1  in  the  ssime  of  Jp.oob  Boll  as 
116|  acres,  {see  iaiid  gramt  book  !Io.  G,  pa.si:Q  104,  ip  the  of  floe 
of  tne  Auditor  of  Went  VirgiBia)»    The  present  oimf^r  is  J,  W,» 
Doll,  wh03©  poiife  office  anilrcss  is  Aiitioch,  Ws'jt  Vlr •rlsi?:). . 

For  the  infonrjatioB  of  those  -^ho  ma.^  wish  to  s'titcly  the  de- 
tails of  these  land  reeonls,  they  sire  here  ^ivei;  in  full: 

.  THIS  Tnimmu-m  ma  a©  the  ?eisth  ilajf  of  oepteeber,  in  the  Yo'r^r 
of  onr  Iiord  One  Thoiisand  Seven  huRilred  an-a  Kighty-aeven,  'rmtrieen 
Foter  Eartman  of  the  County  of  ''teshirsi^ton  m6  3tate  of  tferylan^ 
aii^  3harlot';e,  his  vvifo  of  the  o>ie  Part  and  Jnaoh  ,!hi.ll  (Doll) 
of  the  GouBtj?  of  ani  atat©  of  YirfiTilyi ,  of  the  other  jy^vt 

WI7!B3SHTHi    that  for  amd  in  ooiiai^-leration  -rf  tha  Bun  of 
Two}it;/-t'?sro  Potma s  Current  I1one.y  of  7ir?dnia  by  the  sail  Jscob 
Mil  (Doll)  to  the  said  I-eter  Hartraan  in  hand  ^aid  at  or  before 
the  sealing  an'3  Delivery  of  these  prntients,  the  receipt  whereof 
the  3ivifl  Peter  Hartmii.  Doth  hereby  aokno-.*/l©age  an*1  thereof  aoth 
rolouse,  Ad'iuit,  and  Diaoh^rge  the  aula  Jacjob  Dull,  (Doll)  his 
heirs,  2fe:ecutors  en^^  Administrators  forever  by  these  Presents, 
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tha-j  tha  Peter  Hartman  ana  Sharlotte,  his  ^ife,  Have  and 

©ach  of  -Jhon  Hath  Grante'l  bargQinefl  sold   .lioried  «Da  CoEfirmea 
^asa  b^r  these  presents  ao  ana  each  of  then  Poth  Crant  barmiB 
Sell  alien  nrsa  coBfirr^,  tmto  the  sai3  Jacob  Dull,  fBoll)  his 
hoiro  on:s  Asaigns* 

All  that  tiroot  or  parnol  of  Lsmcl  Situ'^ite,  l^in-  and  be- 
ing in  the  pnriBh  of      c ........ .in  t^he  mi^.  County  of  Hara^, 

Goritaininp'  One  ilunarel  ana  |5ight  Acres  beinjr  tha  one  hslf  of 

a  patent  of  a  LuKd  for  t-,70  Htuti'lre-^l  and  Sixteen  Aores.  Granted 

to  the  aforesaid  ?eter  Ilartraan  frois  un.^er  the  hnjia  and  3eal 

of  the  right  H'ble  ::honias  Lord  F-nirfax,  Dated  the  Tv?ent:^  Second 

daj?  of  March  One  Thousand  Severs  hundred  and  ^Jij^hty  Om 

rof  ferencje  thoreimto  heln-'-  had  will  more  fully  aad  at  Lar-T© 

appear. 

BSGinilliia  at  three  v/hite  Oakiea  3y  a  snvai  rlge  mvl  runia- 
inr^  thence  3.  61  ^cj^rees  »a8t  across  a  DraiJi  of  Mike's  Hun 
riirtty  four  polea  !i0      hicsk:ory  an'",  black  Oa^:  on  r,he  'lorth  side 
of  the  nobhly  '.lountain,  thencse  aloii-:  it  South  thirty-three 
dc-ress  /est  one  hunc<red  Ninety  two  Polos  to  a  \vnite  onite  on 
the  3ide  Nobbly.  thon^e  alon^?  a  3trai-ht  Line  of  Markt  trees 
north  3ix(;y  One  aegreea  ^est  ninety  four  Polc^s  to  a  Chestnut 
Ooke  in  the  oriprin-il  pi^t  line,  thence  ^ith  t;he  Original  lino 
to  the  bo^inninp:.     'nd  all  house,  oa?;  houses,  Kdifico,!,  builrl- 
inj>3.  Yaraa,  Oarlena,  Orchards,  v?oo33,  underwoods,  trees, 
ways,  waters,  •^/atercourses,  profits,  G'>mrMa i ties,  heredita- 
ments an:1  Appurtemncjes,  whatsoever  to  tha  said'  tract  or 


p.groel  of  JMnd  belon-^i^.^  or  in  nwj  wise-appertaining  ®Ba,  the 
reveraioa  nnd  rovorsioriS,  Rem^:.iBaer  ar.d  ror^iaaera,  rents, 
issues  ana  profitis  tJhoreof  and  also  all  the  ;^3tsite,  rlr-ht,  ^ 
tille,  intereiit;  u^e,  trust,  possession,  benefit  property, 
ol^.ifn  QBd  •:iera«uia  of  th©m  th©  e.tiid  Peter  HnrtmaB  and  3liarlotto, 
his  -^vife,  oT  in  or  to  the  3aia©  and  ell  deadB,  .C-videnoes 
writifiprs  touching'  or  in  aa^  wise  OoaoorBing  the  3a id  Premises— 

To  Have  a^a  to  hol:i  the  said  tract  of  Cme  b^.mdyoa  an<5 
Si,«rht  Acres  of  Lasl  andi  preffiisea  hereinbefore  :ientionea.  or 
lnten.le'3  to  he  hereby  bargained  ar*a  3ol:i  s^fith  their  ana  every 
of  their  opnurtei^Bces  unto  the  said  Jacob  Dull,  (Doll)  hia 
heirs,  and  a3si--aa  forerer  ami  the  snia  Peter  Hartriyin  for  him- 
self, his  heirs,  .ILxecutors,  and  AdQini&trators,  Doth  oovormnt 
pror.ise  ajid  Graut  to  and  with  the  said  Jaooh  .Dull,  (Doll)  his 
heirs  ami  Assi??TiS  h-^  these  present  thnt  he  the  s-'^.id  Peter 
Hartman  new  at  the  tir-ic  of  SealiBg  eBd  Deliver of  these 
presents  is  Seised  of  a  perfect  Indefeasible  Estate  6f  irsheri- 
tence  in  fee  siraplo  of  and  1b  the  tract  or  parcel  of  f^nd 
end  •  hereby  bargained  and  Sold  -^ith  their  and  every  of  their 
Aprmrtenances  that  the  said  premises  hereby  bargfiined  and  sold 
BOW  are  ana  3o  forever  hereafter  ;:>liall  be  an-.i  roraairi  free  and 
Clear  and  freely  and  Clearly  Ac  qui  ted  lizoneratea  ana  ais- 
chargea  of  and  frora  all  former  and  other  Gifts,  Grants, 
bargains,  Sales,  Leases,  Intails,  Jointers,  dowers,  title 
or  titles  of  Dowers,  I'tortj^^iiTes,  Ifetents,  Juai^ents  and 
Executions,  '.nd  all  other  titles,  troubles,  Oharr^es  and 
incur.braiioes  Whatsoever •    Ana,  lastly  that  he  the  said  Peter 
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Hartman  aM  his  heirs  the  same  Premises  and  ever^?  part  ana 

parcel  thereof  m!5to  the  said  Jacob  Dull.  (Doll)  his  heirs, 

ana  AssigBS  against  the  Lawfull  Claira  title  and  Demand  of 

all  3.na  eTory  person  and  persons  whatsoever  sliall  and  Will 

Warrant  and  forever  Defend • 

IH  WitHeas  '/hereof  the  Said  Peter  Hartiaan  ar.d  Shar- 

lotte,  his  :7ife,  to  these  Presents  have  Set  their,  hands 

aHd  Seals  the  Day  and  Year  first  -'ritten. 

Peter  H^^rtmajn  (Seal) 
Sherlotte  Hartnian  (Seal) 

Sealed  and  Delivered  Ib  Presence  of  ^^rjnlo^i  Prine»  Peter 
Putman,  Mathiaa  Brand inburger ,  Ahr'n  Johngon,  Jim.  John 
Vaadivv-^r,  Andrew?  3raalley, 

Reoeived  the  10th  da;7  of  Sejitenher  I'^B?,  of  the 
Within  Jacob  DtiII(DoII)  Twenty: -t?7o  ^^oundi  Onrrent  Honey 
it  Bin.T  the  Consideration  Money  within  Mentioned  to  Be 
b^  him  P'^  id  to  ne . 

Peter  Hartman» 

Witness 

Ar5?.lo?i  Price.  Peter  Piitraaii,  Ifethiaa  >^randiYiburt^er , 
Ab'n  Johnson.  Jnn.  John  Yendiver,   ",ndrc?i7  Stmilley — 
MemoraBdurn  that  on  the  10th  dp.y  of  September  1787, 
Peaceable,    luite  possession  and  SsizS'i  of  the  Land  and 
premeses  within  mentioned  was  held  and  taken  b;;  the  */?ith- 
in  named  Peter  Hart  man  and  b^;  him  was  delivered  to  the 
within  named  Jacob  Dull  (Doll)  to  be  held        him,  his 
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heirs  «Hjn5i  Assi5:ris  forever  Accora'g.  to  the  true  In- 
tent  ana  meaKiug  of  the  within  Deed  mentiOBQd, 

Witness  ray  haiad  and  Seal  the  daj  asd  Year  first 
above  Written. 

peter  Hartrsan  (Seal) 

Witness — Peter  PutmaB,  Arjalon  Price,  Mathias 
Bras^iBbnrFrer,  ^hr'ra.  Johiison,  Jurs,  John  Tan- 
diver,  Sraalley — 

Septeraber  Oonrt ,  1787 — 

Hard  J?  Co-urity,  Sct», 

'This  iBdenture  of  Barg^ia  sBd  3ale  Passed  frcra 

Peter  Hartmaji  &  Shr^rlotte,  ^is  wife,  of  the  ome  part, 

to  Jaooh  Dull  (Doll)  of  the  other  Part,  was  Proved  hy 

the  Oaths  of  Ar:5aloB  Price,  Peter  PutmaB,  aisd  Andrew 

Smaller?,  'fitiiesoes  thereto  f\M  Ore? ©red  to  he  Recorded. 

Test»    Edwsrd  ■lilliams,  O.H.C.     "A  true  Copy;" 

Attest;  0,  G.  '?ise,  Hlerk 

OoiiRty  Court,  Hardy  CouBtjj,, 
;7est  VirfriFiia 

Deed  -^ook  Ilo.  1,  Pare  127» 

iB  the  eonrt  house  in  Homse^r  records  of  Harapshire 
county,  mn  found  the;  followinr  i'--^'^  "^hoiMB  Lord 

Fairfax  to  Poter  HartBan  for  216  acres: 

The  Bight  Honorable  Thomaa  Lord  Fairfax  Beror,  of 
Gamer  OH  is  that  pra't;  of  ^reat  BtitaiF.  oj^-lled  SeotlfjBd 
Proprietor  of  the  northern  Neok  of  YirgiJiia  to  all  to 
whom  this  preae^t  writing-  shall  come  seBds  (Greeting, 
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Know  Ye  that  for  good  causes  for  and  i?^  consideration 
of  the  eorapositioB  to  me  paid  and  for  the  nnnnal  rent 
hereimfter  reserved  I  haTe  given  granted  asd  confirm- 
med  aBd  "by  these  present  for  me  ray  heirs  and  aasi^^ns  to 
give  graBt  and  confirm  unto  Peter  HartoBB  of  Hampshire 
County  a  certain  tract  of  vmste  ?a  Un'^ranted  land  in* 
eluding  the  middle  fork,  of  Mike's  nm  or  the  head  there- 
of afid  in  the  said  Gounty  bounded  as  by  a  survey  there- 
of made  by  31ias  Poston* 

Beginning  at  3  white  oaks  by  a  smf^ll  ridge  and  ruia- 
ai»g  theRoe  3,  61  K,  across  a  drain  of  the  seid  run  94 
poles  to  a  hiclLory  aad  a  black  onk  on  the  !Jorth  side  of 
KRobley  HoustaiR  thence  along  it  3.  33  W.  384  poles  to 
a  white  oak  a  sugar  tree  and  a  locust  orj  the  North  side 
of  the  said  mouRtain  ther.ce,  N.  61  7.  94  poles  to  3 
white  oakes  ok  the  S,  side  of  New  Greek  Mountain  ajid 
thence  F.  33  E.  284  poles  to  the  BeginrJn?:*  Containing 
216  acres  together  with  all  ri?"hts  menibers  purteBar^ces 
thereunto  belonging  Royel  mines  excepted  sBd  a  full  third 
part  of  all  Lead  Copper  Tin  Coals  Iron  Mine  ^£  Iron  Ore 
that  shall  be  found  thereon  to  hsve  and  to  hold  the  said 
216  acres  of  land  together  with  all  Rights,  Profits,  snd 
Benefits  to  the  same  belonglBg:  ro  in  any  ^^se  appertain- 
imp;  except  before  excepted  to  him  the  sd .  Peter  HartmsB 
his  heirs  and  Gssi?ri^s  forever*    He  the  said  Peter  Ilartmaia 
hia  heirs  and  asaiRHs  therefor©  yield in-rr  5:  payin,^  to  rae 
ay  heirs  or  asui^rus  or  to  my  certain  attorney  or  attornies 
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asrerit  or  agents  or  to  the  cort  in  attorne^y'  or  attomies 
of  ray  heirs  or  ssoigBs  Proprietor  of  the  said  ITorthorii 
Neck  noarly  arJ  every  year  on  the  feast  day  of  St.  Hichael 
the  ArohaB.f?ol  the  fee  rent  of  one  shilljirig  sterling  mono^ 
for  eyerir  fifty  acres  of  laM  hereby  gr&BteJ  and  so  pro- 
portioisably  for  a  greater  or  leaser  ^juaBtlty  Providel 
that  if  the  sail  Peter  Hartman  his  heii-a  and  assi.-^-iis  shall 
liot  pay  the  saii  reserved  annnal  rent  s«  aforesaid  so  that 
the  mme  or  si?y  part  thereof  shall  be  behind      uBpald  by 
the  space  of  t\?o  whole  years  nfter  the  3ir.ie  shall  be 'Ome 
d.-sie  'to  le.»ally  r!eraa35lel  that  there  it  shall  aaa  laay  be' 
lawful  for  me  my  hairs  or  «'?^?is:n3  p.-opria50v'  an  a  Foresaid 
ray  or  their  cjertFiln  attorney  or  at  torn  1 33  cogent  or  e -eats 
TiTsto  the  above'  rrraBtei  prea5. soc  to  re-anter  ajio  bold  the 
same  so  « s  if  this  pr^int  shor<l^  novo:*  t.-c  .-tjs • 

aiven  at  my  office  in  ^re^eriek  Oour-.ty  uijaer  ay  hand 
ana  seal,     Date-'^  the  2.3rid   ^ay  of  Nar-..h,  1781. 

In  aee';  ho^^k  Ho.  6.  pp.  168-169  is  recorded  the 
followinp-  dee??  or  indenture  rrivinrr  Joseph  Hanks  the  Posses- 
sion of  the  ^lortheri!  one-half  of  the  21o  acres  ieei  to 
Feter  Hart  man  by  Fairfax,  because  of  the  followir.g  mort- 
gage frirer)  to  Peter  Putmais  by  Joseph  Hanks,  IlartiBas  later 
foreclosed  the  morts^^jg-e  awl  tocii  the  Iciud  back: 
This  inaenture  maie  this  ninth  :iay  of  1,-arah  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  One  fhoiisaEa  3ev-^n  huM5re5  ^;  '^.irrhty  four  between 
Joseph  Hanks  of  the  County  of  Hampshire  in  Virginia  of  the 


one  part  and  Pet; or  Putraan  of  the  same  place  of  the  other 
part  witnesaeth:    That  for  and  in  consi leration  of  the 
sum  of  twenty-one  pounds,  nine  shillings  current  money 
of  Virgini'^  to  the  saii  Joseph  Hanks  in  hand  vnid  by  the 
said  Peter  Putman;  nt  or  hefore  sealing  %  delivering  of 
these  presents,  the  receipt  -whereof  is  hereby  ackinowledlged. 

He  the  said  Joseph  Hanks  hath  granted,  bargained,  sold, 
aliened  and  confirmed  and  by  these  -^resents  doth  ^rant, 
bnrgaiii  &  sell,  alien  and  confirm  unto  the  said  Peter 
Putman  a  certain  piece  or  parcel  of  land  lying  and  being 
on  Mikes  Run  a  drnin  of  Pattersons  Creek  in  the  said  Oonnty; 
being  a  part  of  a  survey  made  for  Peter  Hartisan  from  and 
under  whom  the  said  Joseph  Hanks  hath  rirrh';,  oontainin?  by 
estimtion  one  hundred  and  eit^-ht  acres.  For  they  conveyance 
whereof  the  said  Joseph  Hanks  hr^th  Greorvfre  Terrys  Pond;  ?7ith 
the  appurtenances  thereunto  belon??in«^:    To  mke  and  to  hold 
the  said  piece  or  parcel  of  nldn  with  appurtenances  there- 
uiito  belon^ring-  to  him,  the  said  Peter  Putinan  his  heirs  and 
assigns  forever  to  the  only  proper  use  and  behoof  of  bin 
the  s?^id  Peter  Putraan  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  te  the  only 
proper  use  and  behoof  of  him  the  s'-^id  Peter  Ptitnan  his  heirs  % 
assigns  forever. 

Provided  ?-ilways,  and  the  true  intent  and  meaning  hereof  is 
that  in  case  the  said  Joseph  Hanks,  his  heirs  his  executors 
or  administrators  shall  '-veil  and  truly  pay  or  clause  to  be 
paid  to  the  snid  Peter  ?utra??n,  his  heirs  or  ^ssi.gns  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  twenty  one  pounds,  nine  shillings  with 
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legal  interest  for  the  same  from  the  date  hsrof  on  or 
before  tbo  twenty  fifth  of  Septemher  next  ensuing  Qnfl 
thst  without  frau3  or  further  del?iy»    Then  these  presents 
and  evar;/thiBg  hereiu  contained  shall  cease,  determiRe 
and  136001110  utterly;  TOid»    Ais^-thlBg-  herein  contained  to 
the  eOKtrary  t;hereof  in  anywise  not7^ithstaMing»    And  it 
is  hereby  GO.weiiantad  and  agreed  hetweoD  the  parties  that 
after  default  shall  be  made  im  the  performaaoe  of  t;he 
proviso  above  meistioBed  it  shall  aiid  may  he  lawful  for 
the  said  Peter  PutmaH  givinf?  public  notice  thereof  to 
make  sale  of  the  said  piece  or  parcel  of  Innd  to  the 
highest  bidder  and  out  of  the  produce  of  said  jiale  to 
detain  the  aforesaid  sii.m  of  tweBty-OBe  pound s,  ' nine 
shillings  Hr\d  inter  eat  and  to  pay  the  residue  to  the  said 
Joseph  Hanks,  his  heirs  or  assigns.    And  the  said  Joseph 
Hanks  doth  hereby?  fully  eajpower  the  said  Peter  Putman  ai3d 
all  others  clainini^-  bj;  bim  or  under  to  make  such  l?jwfiil 
00ETejai5c®s  of  the  land  and  appurtemijces  af ores?:: id  to  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers  ?i8  shall  bo  rjecesnary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sssigisiing      conveying  the  saise  to  hi-,  or  them, 
his  or  *  heir  heirs  or  assiP'HS  forever* 

lis  witness  whereof  the  parties  of  these  presents  have 
hereunto  set  their  hands  a^id  aeals  t,ho  '^ay         year  first 
above  mentioned. 

Sealed  a^d  delivered  in  the  presence  of 
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3anniel  Dew  his 
Betty  Dew  Joseph  X  Hanks 

Philip  Baker 

Henry  lie  iff  mark 

Peter  Put man 

At  fi  oonrt  held,  for  H'::;mpshire  Oonnty  the  9th  day 

of  !'Ioveral)er  1784,  DbpA  of  ],!ortcm?3  bet\?e0n  Joseph  Hanks 

of  the  one  VHTt-s..n-3  Peter  Putman  of  the  other  pyrt  wss 

proved  in  solemn  form       Manuel  Dew,  Ifeiir^y  Heiff 

Philip  Bsker  ?/lt;»©gs9S  thereto  and  ordered  to  be  reoorcJ- 

ad  * 

Test  AKd •  Wodrow,  Gl:  Gur: 

/hei3  DhG  reaords  of  Hampshire  ?5Tid  Hardj  Courties  had 
heej!  piecea  toe-ether,  the  f-cts  "^ere  clojir,  and  it  seaired 
a  simple  matter  to  locate  the  fara  on  Mikes  Him.  flowerer, 
the  TTiaster  prooloni  of  the  centurj?  hnd  !iot  ^et  yielded  to 
solutioii— there  ^>re  .mst  four  "Mikes  Rtsn."    A^d  the  one 
that  for  fonr  ye?,rs  h?id  been  sc-epted  as  the  only  ?,^ikes 
Hun,  held  iiothincr  that  oorreaponded  with  the  titles,  snd 
it  book  Andrew  Price,  the  inc^rei^ions  abstrr^ctor  of  Isnd 
titles,  just  two  years  to  make  his  -tay  throu??b  this  tann:le 
of  "Runs"  find  cor-ie  at  iRst  throufrh  the  '.llegheny  Pas--,  to 
the  extreme  head  vmters  of  !'ikes  Hun,  n  branch  of  Patterson 
Creek,  in  l^mi  Greek  District,  Tliner^.l  County,    "^^ut  having 
at  last  oorric  to  the  end  of  the  lonr  and  rocky  trail,  there 
was  no  uncertainty— the  titles  and  the  l©nd  were  "  a 
conplete  'jvholo," 


Ho  raore  fittiiiig  memorial  could  be  preserved  for 
ABclrew  Price,  who  died  t\no  years  SiC^o,  (1932),  than  thit 
which  he  penneS  in  deaoribirsg  this  spot  ma dfe  almost  saered 
by  haTing  cradled  the  mother  of  Lisooln. 

"Iri  all  mi?  experieBces  I  have  never  seen  such  a  hollow 
iB  the  hills.    The  little  streais  branches  asd  there  is  .lust 
room  for  the  farra  in  this  sheltered  apot.     It  is  a 
geologies  1  woBder,    It  is  the  ki?itl  of  a  -rlen  that  the 
fairies  frequented.    It  is  such  a  place  as  the  Druids  '^^ould 
have  chosen  for  their  ceremonies.    It  is  the  kind  of  place 
the  Indians  set  aai^e  as  the  earthly  abode'  of  Haiiitos  ?i?here 
BO  mortal  dared  to  trea3»    AM  it  is  the  kind  of  place  where 
peace  corses  droppirt^  3lo\?/l;y'  from  the  win^s  of  the  raorsiisg 
to  evening's  dewei?  close," 

Sunday  afternooB^  September  22,  1929,  inerahers  of  the 
Nancy  Hanks  GorBBission,  together  with  .Dr.  Willi^in  E,  Barton, 
and  over  a  thousand  people,  g^-tthered  in  the  beautiful  ^leii 
am  the  crest  of  hlle^YiBny  Moujitaiiia  and  dadicated  the  land 
where  the^  stood  to  IJaiic^  Hanks,  the  □other  of  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Ib  1933,  orie  husdrod  aad  fifty  j'ears  after  her  birth, 
biosrraphers  of  the  immortal  LiiioolFi,  could  at  last  come 
with  certainty  to  this  shrisie  ir^  ".he  beautiful  foothills  of 
the  Alle>«^heBi9S,  and  pay  homRi?e  to  the  mother,  of  whom 
Abraham  Lincoln  said,  "All  thsit  I  am,  or  ever  hope  to  be,  I 
owe  to  my  mother," 
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Joseph  Doll,  the  original  purchaser,  the  neighbor  of 
Joseph  Haiiks,  died  in  1798,  but  his  desoendeiits  are  sstill  in 
poasessioB,  representing  six  f-enoratioivd  on  ':he  sane  farm. 
The  love  of  the  land  is  in  tii©  Doll  ^lood,  and  the  thrae 
genera tioBa,  Joseph  Doll,  his  chilaraii  and  grand  ohiIdr«B,  who 
live  023  the  farm  bow  are  in  love  -vith  their  ''Sylvian  \^all3y", 
Hot  because  of  the  historical  sigiiif ioaBco  attotched  to  it, 
but  because  the^  find  here  everything  that  they  seed  for 
contented,  prosperous  iiviiig. 

The  Ifancy  Haiifcs  Commission  reooiMeiidsl  that  the  State 
of  -Vest  Virginia  acquire  the  lanJi  as  a  State  Park. 

The  log  cabin  in  which  "amcy  iI-.i:J£3  -m^  borri  had  bsan 
tern  dowis,  but  a  cabin  is  mvi  beifig  built  which  will  bs  as 
true  a,  reproduction  of  «he  ola  home,  as  oiH  bs  built  from  the 
descripbion  of  ih'.  Joseph  Doll,  v^bose  graa.^ father  ra>:Gd  the 
origisal  cabin,  and  used  'ihe  lugtJ  in  a  farishoas©  ^ihioh  remains 
standing. 

The  present-dEy  public  hati  cho3er=  to  a?  11  the  rlen  Dolls 
Gap,  ^.nl  future  histori&ru  will  spcslc  of  the  birthplace  of 
Ka»cy  Hanks,  as  Doll's  Gap,  on  Uikes  Kun,  I'ireral  County, 
'.Vest  Virginia, 

Leaving?  the  IJort hv/estern  Turnpi'ie, (United  States  #50) 
at  Route  220,  at  Burlin^'ton,  traveler  a  v;ill  follow;/  ^'he 
Memorial  .^oad  to  Antiooh,  and  into  vhQ  secludod  Amphitheater 
which  nature  has  perfecfceJ  and  e-et  .H3i5.e  as  an  ideal  birth- 
place for  imncy  Hanks,  who  has  been  Ccalled  "The  Madonna  of 
The  West  Virginia  Mountains," 
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Ilarch    3,  1936. 


tHie  Batterlck  Coapa.ny, 
161  6th  Ave, 
Mm  York  City, 
lew  York, 
G§ntlea»ni- 

I  have  read  with  a  great  deal  of  interest  the  article 
by  f.  H.  Carslsadon,  under  the  caption  of  the  ^Mother  of  Lincoln*, 
la  fact  read  it  twice. 

I  laay  be  wrong    but  It  is  laid  aside  with  the  feeling  that 
the  Delineator    is  making  a  mistake  in  the  imblicatioa  of  an  article 
like  this  without  the  author  checking  his  facts.  It  seems  based  entire- 
ly 6n  was  set  down   by  Herndon  and  the  West  Virginia    ch^ipter,  I 
rather  feel.  Is  based  UDon  nothing  but    that  a  laan  najtrnd  Hanks  once 
lived  in  this  state.     The  general  theae    is  one  beet  passed  over. 

It  is  ajy  iiapresaion  that  an  investigation  will  disclose  that 
the  mother  of  Lincoln  was  not  bom  in  this  state,  but  in  «old«  firginia, 
and  further  that  she    was  the  perfectly  legitimate  result  of  a  union  of 
members  of  the  fam.ly  of   Hanks  and  Siipleys. 


I%r<jh  10,  1936 


/ 

Mr.  Boy  Bird  Cook 

West  Virginia  Board  of  Ptoarm^ 

Charleaton,  West  Virginia 

Bear  Mr*  Cookt 

ilao  duplicate  copy  of  yotff  letter  to  the 
Butterirok  Coapany  of  ^^^iar<^  3  las  been  reeelved  and  I 
aseuro  you  on  Br . Warren*  s  return  to  the  city  tlaat  he 
will  be  interested  to  know  of  the  Interest  you  have 
shown  in  this  article. 

Sincerely  youra. 


MACiLH  Librarian 
M.A.Oook 


March  1936 


ir#g%  Virginia  Board  of  Vimrmmr  -  ■ 

I  Mi  irery  tmek.  pl®&«td  %6  note  tJmt  3^0x1 . 

wltten  tl!^  I^XlasffcloJr  with  respjet  to  tfee  art  lei© 
m&<s!t  the  QKptidn  '*J4>thsr  ©f  I'lscola. 

.  I  find  tlmt  m  speaking  itinerary  ml%9  for 
©Bgagementi  la  <^rltston  oa  ^roh  iSO  and  Sl»t  «tM  I 
t0  «««  ywi  at  tlmt  tluw,  R»,d  trust  I  may  have  ftirtlter 
eo?iflrsiati©n  W  than  ©f  th©  Hia^«  miA.  ^hipl&f  contaots. 

Yftry  truly  fmx9» 


Birector 


Ejen  lh  Hand 

"  Up--- -  <«-•       .  Vo 

LINCOLN'S  MOTHER 

Dear  Editor: 

We  were  short  of  amazed  at  the! 
information  offered  by  Roy  pird 
Cook  in  the  Monday  issue  of  this 
paper.  We  would  suggest  that  he 
read  the  book  entitled  The  Un- 
known Lincoln,  1932,  and  then  re- 
vise his  statistics.  This  book,  de- 
lineating the  birth  of  Nancy  Hanks, 
the  mother  of  Lincoln,  In  West  Vir- 
ginia, backs  it  up  with  record  proof 
for  the  first  time.  It  also  refers  to 
the  West  Virginia  records  where 
the  circumstances  are  proved,  and 
quotes  Lincoln's  own  statements  as 
to  his  ideas  of  his  unknown  grand- 
father. We  haven't  gone  to  those  I 
records  to  verify  the  story,  but  it  I 
carried  conviction  of  its  truth  and! 
iWe  would  suggest  that  Mr.  Cook 
refer  to  those  records,  before  send- 
ing out  his  statements,  which  are 
far-afield  from  this  author's  re- 
search, which  we  are  convinced  are 
facts.  As  we  recall  from  memory, 
Lucy  Hanks  was  the  mother  of 
Nancy — not  her  sister. 

READER. 


Eareb  20,  1936 


Iditor  "Reeling  lews-Heglstex, 
Wheeling,  ^a. 

Dear  Sir:- 


Attaiition  has  Just  b€en~dtee«^Uo  an  editor- 
ial' iB  your  paper  which  ^-^Jt:^^^^l-*^'®X^^ 
of  President  Lincoln  with J0|*-"¥^i^;ia.  iXK®^®^!^;?' 
is  also  sad®  that  the  hi^^^aoe"^    Mancy  Hah^s,  fiother 
of  Lincoln,  should  b©  m^^^f^-  ' 


First  -and  know\^^;fe6ti  my  observation  will 
not  meet  with  puJ&artr^vorW^ome  direGtions-  the  question 
of  the  birth  ofoiSel^^hex  otXLinooln  on  West  Tirginia 
soil  L  open  ^^»nV-^>^^v\  ^-n.d.  it  seems  to  ha. 

been  forgottefif  ^t^-. ^r^tl^J^^i^^X^ei^ >ine^«nuBent 

s  Bun,  near  leyser.  Here  one  may 
the  site  of  the  cabin  where  Sancy 
was  born,  1782, *♦  etc. 


appointed  a  c 
and  bjpe««^t 
re^.^^'-'-'^'TTTitf®  ta 
Ha^Ss,  Lincoln's 


fhj 
rily  upoi 


West  Tirginia  Ooffiaisslon  so  appointed  leaned 
hAi^il¥  uGOJ^ytlie  testimony  of  the  late  Dr..  Barton, 

S3^5£Sx-lbe  action  was  that  a  family  named 

itved  tTthe  community,  and  had  owned  land  on  ^Jj^^f  . 

^onSen?  was  erected.    Our  f  J?|,^?/,f  S'f 

%.r,A  art  wiar»v  intere^itinK  eontaots  ^ith  Lincoln, T.it«?  vxjw 
a:t^er?M«  ^enefffnd  It  was  at  l«-t  coMon^d  by  ».ny 
local  Mstoriana  but  not  without  some  misgi^lnga. 

IB. the  meantloe  and  eTen  to  ly. 
sinister"  laid  i^ea.lly  u-pon  the  ^^ory  of  the  Linooln^fa^ily. 

Bttt  »lth  th«/"»«f°!^^3*°n?oriaf  thS^ever  appeared  until 
being  lo?^*®*',*^®  '''^"rt  Sen  only  by  the  romancing  of 
the  election  of  I860.  «d  then  ""f  ^y^^i^to^ian  recorded, 
Herndon,  fast  disappeared,    as  ouc^  _ 
•Herndon  then  ^-egan  to  ^hake  *^^f  ^^^'gltLHruit . 
ooln-s  -"Ot^tL  ?^rthe$^  tye  th^  no  Lincoln  etudent  -will 
SS^ertTof  alinSf  the  lllll^lon.  of  William.  Herndon- 
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Iditor  Wheeling  Mews-Register,  -    page  2* 


in  tbis  connection.    Yet,  writers  even 
issue  of  the  Delineator,  insist 
yams,  and  even  removed  the  family 
West  Virginia  to  escape  the  5wfe49pers  of 


Prior  to  193 
coveries  about  "Lincol 
that  the  "Dolls  Gap  mar 
connection  whatever  with 
The  simple  f 
and  Shipley 
Bedford  count, 
line  into  Heifelflenbe 

Jame 


Hanks  hg.d 


a  recent 
ng  these 
tills  of 

neighbors . * 


corded  tha^  dis- 
anceatry*'  show 
Virginia)  has  no 
ther  of  Abraham  Lincoln,* 
families  naaied  Hanks 
Maryland  into  present 
hen  over  the  state 
nty,1Iorth  Carolina.  Joseph 
o  msrried  Lucy  Shipley.  To 
ghter  Hancy.    Her  birthplace 
fixed  to  this  day.  James 
Lucy,  with  her  daughter 
9,  moved  to  Kentucky.    Here  Lucy  met  and 
Sparrow,  and  Hancy  Haaks  married  Thoaas 


  is  not  possible  here  to  go  into  all 

the  documentary  details,  but  there  seems  no  question 
£-t  all  of  this  statement. 


*l«a«  12.,  1936 


Charl««taB,  W««t  Tlrgiiila 

My  &^m'  Mr.  ^o.mstom 

1  asdvised  fovL  tlmt  w©  w®r©  prepjM:*ijig  a  little  siory 
0fi  tb«  hirthptm®  of  Mnoola^s  mother*  but  tipoa  gatiserisg 
Bffifcterial  I  aiscovered  th«t  8©v«rftl  years  ago  w©  covered  th& 
mh^9e^  ftslte  cosipletely  and        *ill  please  findi  enelosed 
piiQte«tmt  ccfgr  of  tl:^  bulletin  we  prepared,  w'hich  gives 
eoflie  detail  the  iiacmasioiie  relative  to  the  blrtl^lsce  of 
■Lln©eln*s  notlier* 

fmf  truly  ycwifft. 


1 


Blrectoaf 

l#incol»  istioBal  hit&  fom^tton 


ii 


director  ^storlc  ferfe^r  Fr©4«et 
Court  H(m»e 

®Gc©^#8        rJ»j?^^et  tJi  t^^-«itiBfi|»t  to  rmittfy  th*  ta««3rt|3%iiii»-^  ^ledb®  used 
03'      M»t©i?i«al  tatoa«tf  Ijefeap©  m»m  tam#ts  isr©  |»©»aigaiently  cast. 
This-  bas  not  always  been  done. 

^i,Bqji:j:.  ■  -c"     •  fi^  i«cJEi  - «s©iit®?iipla,t6  -^ladt^  oft  Hi^ 

W  50  ia  S^€8Sia'.<kwB(i^, as  a  a«saorial  to  »r. 
Barton,  mlgiit      acceptaljle  Wcsause  Im  klmmeved.  that  a  certata 
^■-v'  '     .#««©pfei^:llii^        settle  ia  Hike's  to  about  1782  and  he  did  fix 

c»f^'   ■  Btisi      tJmi       tablet  a#  -«©i€ed.  I  mmm%,  i^-mtrm^^ 

A«  a  historical  marker  de-sS^aatliag  the  "birth  Dlace  of 
:a«g  p^.     -Mmm  HssyESf  t%-^«p|j»ar«  ^©^.inftitt  S#-«ff  no  value  whateTer  b©-csase 
f-jVtoLC'  there  i«  liot  one  siired  of  evldexice  of  a  doctCTentaiy  mttire  that 

lBipll«»  Mssiesr  Haaici  ew  lived  witMs  9af«w|al  .tadred  adlea  of 
t^t  spot  aj^  there  is  no  coanectiTig  llrsk  availaMe  wM.d^  indl-  ' 
eye  ^p-;.       -  e^te«  that^  the  #o«a5)3i  1Smm  of  li:<^'';KsM  f^stm^,  fir^finia,  the 
^ifcivf/^f.-Tc-'. '  HanJs:®  of  Haa^^aMre  C<itm1^.,  fir^-al©,,        W©«^:  fii^itiia, 

I-^'  '  ■        ■■    miid-''tl»  '^osi^  Baa^s  '«>f  l«l«^a  Owatr,'  Keiita^i.;%tre-  Wne  and  the 
ir]wy*i^&w\j  ,      ssiae  J©-aeph  laaks  aad  mem  If  am^  evideiiee-  to '«^^t  that 

.  ,    |h^.  are-  three  sepairate.  Jeae^  ^fflloeeswtl^  3^-««feotioii  i?fiatever* 

Seoondly,  th^re  is  ao  docoitieiits  extant  which  will 
st^por^  the  sti|^po»ition  that  tm^^Bs^,  mther  ©f  lan^  l^j&s, 
tt}r-«n3y  dftT3^ter  of  a  Joseph  Hanks,  while  on  the  other  Jwasd 
there  are  mny  doc^^nts  i?hich  refute  that,  especially  the  will 
„/•  '^■•Jn.si^h  Hanks  In  iphjkjh  he  does  not  mm  'hm^'mm^  «11  Ms 
children. 

to  the  tiae  that  Mr.  larton  discovered  the  nsaae  of  ■ 
Joe^h  Haa^  on  the  eeasms  report  of  liai^shire^  County,  no  memher 
©f  the  Eenfcs  faaily,  and  there  are  hondredt  of  deseesideats ,  had 
ever  suggested  that«ie  Banicses  from  whom  Ha.ncy  Hai&s  d®s«»ndend  " 
ever  lived  In  Ifeacp-iiMre  Comty* 


/ 


\ 


vr^i.  ,  /  H»^«*  i^Jije  OB       o^pftx.  pwmq 

We  |ift»c  here  la       aHBW»ciH«>lt  dlvislcm  rmm  ^h^n-  ♦i^c^^J'^w  jijw#«a« 
ihotasand  letters  written,  by  auaiibere  of  tki0  family  as  early  d^-  ^ 

1S94.    Most  of  the  AB3C«iia»nt«  of  tim  ^©sejdi  Hanks  of  >%lso«  nowity,  ^ 
Kentucky,  pla<39  t*i«  Mrth  of  i»Ji«y  Ha«k3  In  tfcte  «o»iiio>!e  riwr  cfy^titir 
and  the  p&terart.  hoM  tn  jsJint  iwui  th«n  old  Oonnty,  Yirj^rKtfv. 

Cotart  T»c©rd8  of  Anell         Jifr  ©etablii^  4jhi^  fact  «hat 
there  wa«  a  JoB«ffl»  ^^c«  JiirlR*  tJaors  et  tj^«.  t^fc-^ar  tl«»  et»?»er 
Fank«©9  "tar  tha  cmb*  .imw»  a-^  Joi9«?)li  Sfenk«»i'^%nlicJr«ru-.  ..,  >.. 

A  reletlve    of  I<ucy  Hanks,  who  narrled  Hanry  Tipnrrovf  in 
Mercer  CoTaityj,«iatiU5]<3rv  cl  wliwir jll«Mt  irtd«*^*»[«>*n  *!fee  t3R«el*t 

Penry  Sparrow^W  tt  «lL«  |>pa<litP<l|itbtggcatfr«>Wiiyl»^  VtJ)c»i« 
Hanks  rather  ^•^t-tfco  4a»tfc«»qr  e®ffj«  f»  JlIJ»i»  B«»  'P*^*  IJ»«*i>  >^ 

It  IHM  10^.  t><5«i  f Airly  i>^*  (*gl»kUi5l»a  «air««|jlFlW«t^»I  *o  D** 
tradition  that  I«icy  Ha,nle»,        Jriltletr  of  5J«r*ir  S»itic»iP%iferi/at5y  5^^iilfey    -T  " 
before  she  married  a  certain  James  -ianktj. 

accepts  the  t!»wry  of  Pt.rSwrton  it  aI^o  adMt©         WftlAi^ lUntoln * g 
Mother  twis  an  lllegitliq^te  cl.lld,  fihlttfc  fa«t  caastot  «ii*«*fcaiAl*t«A» 
I  liave  "been  preparing?;  a  brief  balletin  on  the  birthplace  of  ITaacy  Hankji 
wMeh  I  will  b#  pl«M»|l  to- iiuwaa^      70txr  Coflsaisslon  -a-ithin  the  next 
three  or  four  days,    '^is  i^lll  ^;ive  von  aa  opportunity  to  ▼Imialloe  how 
many  different  place«  dalia  and  cn  Juet  as  good  authority,  tJie  birthplace 
of  Abraham  Lincola's  aother. 

It  d»eg  not  »eera  to  a*  tmt  your  Coondaelon  would  care  to  ^ 
in  cotiroetition  with  these  other  tradltioiial  birthplaces,  esi^ecially 
Inasinuch  as  tliere  is  not  one  shred  of  docujBeiitary  eYldeace  to  locate  the 
birthplace  of  Hancy  Hanks  In  Jttneral  Gounty»_ 

!!ay  I  cott^liHient  your  Comdssion  a^ta  on  lie  attempt  to 
authenticate  ftstta  to  be  placed  permnently  on  neioorial  markers. 

V«py  truly  yours 


UW:LE 


Director 


WORKS  Progress  administration 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 

HISTCRIC  mRKER  PROJECT 
COURT  HOUSE 
May  26,  1936. 


Dr.  L«  A.  i/^Jiarren, 
Lincoln  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  Dr«  Tfarren; 

FollovYing  is  inscription  that  has  been  proposed  for  road- 
side itarkpr  on  -U.  S.  50  in  Mineral  County  a  few  miles  from  Keyser. 

NANCY  HANKS 

Joseph  Hanks  settled  beyond 

the  gap  in  the  mountains  on 

Mike's  Run  about  178 2, There 

Dr.  W.E.  Bart on, noted  authority 

on  Lincoln,  has  fixed  the 

birth  place  of  Nancy  Hanks  , 

who  was  to  become  the  mother 

of  President  Abraham  Lincoln. 

We  would  be  glad  to  have  a  statement  from  you  expressing 
your  frank  opinion  as  to  the  accuracy  of  this  statement,  or  the 
advisability  of  using  it.    The  commi^^sion  v/hich  is  seeking  to  mark 
the  more  important  scenic  and  historic  points  of  the  State  is  being 
pressed  to  imrk  this  spot  and  needs  all  possible  support  if  it  is  to 
take  the  position  that  research  has  shovm  that  Nancy  Hanks  was  not  born 
in  West  Virginia. 

We  will  very  much  appreciate  an  early  reply  from  you. 


PAUL  C.  ROUZER 
County  Superintendent 
Phone  352-M 
J  C.  SANDERS 
Assistant  County  Superintendent 
Residence  Phone  240-W 

LUKE  McDowell 

Glerfe 
Residence  Phone  454 


iMtn^ral  (Enuntg  i>rl|onlB 

SoarJi  of  Siiitfatiatt 
Qlnurt  ^avBe 
^Ifone  347 

2Ci>g0fr,  WiSt  Itrginia 


COUNTy  BOARD 

W.  E.  Coffman,  President     -    -  Keyser 

Robt,  W.  Besi  Piedmont 

Paul  R.  Wilson  Piedmont 

George  M.  Loy    -    ^    -    -    .    -  Keyser 
1.  N.  Lyon     ......     Elk  Garden 

Paul  G.  Rouzer,  Secy.      .    .    .  Keyser 


Au3:ast  18,1936 


My  I)ear  Oook::- 

Some  little  time  ago  Mr . Johnston  of  the 
Historic  Gominittee  send  iie  a  copy  of  a.  letter  his  commissi©fi# 
had  receive:!  from  Jr.  '^'^arren  of  the  Lincoln  Jpoundation 
relative  to  a  marker  tablet  concerning  the  ^^ancy  Hanks  birth-place. 

I  have  been  wway  the  most  of  the  time   ~ince  receiving  the 
letter  and  just  today  did  I  get  time  to  read     it  carefully. 
I  am  enclosing  to  you  copy  of  letter  I  have  this  day  written 
to  I.'r  .Johnston. 

The  only  interest  I  have  in  the  whole  matter  is  to  get  the 
truth  of  the  matter.  The  question  tlat  ^ancy  %nks(the  mother  ■ 
of  Lincoln)  was  the  illegitimate  dau-ghter  of  Lucy  Hanks  was 
was  never  disputed  till  a  few  years  .ago":,  when  LIrs  .O^roline 
Hanks  Hitchcockgot  out  her  little  book  on  Nancy  Hanks. 
This  book, to  the  true  historian  or  genealogist , the  part  not 
based  on  tradition, is  pure  fiction, and  does  not  have    have  its 
basis  nn  and  record  extant, in  fact,  records  by  the  score, 
refute  her  very  book.  I  shall  enclose  to  you  a  lisf  of  the 
records  from  which  the  data  of  my  letter  is  written. 
With  sincere  best  wishes,  I  remain, 

vex.7  3r §^ ejct fully , 


Hineraii^ounty  Historical  Society 


Documentary  references  to  information 
concerning  the  birth-place  of  "^^anoy  ^%nks-in 

letter  to  Ross  B.Johnson, Historic  Marker  Committee 
Charleston  W.Va,  Auj^^-st  18,1936 


Holland  s  Lincoln 

Ward  H.Lamon^The  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln" -1872- 
Herndon's  Lincoln  ^lectures  and  book 

Herndon  and  Weilc(thig  collection  of  papers  and  corresponaenee 

on  which  the  book  is  based, willed  by  i^erndon 
to  Weift  were  sold  in  New  York,  Last  week) 

First  IjenSTis  of  U.S. (list  of  tithables  for  the  state  of 

Virginia  by  counties  from  1782  to  1786) 

County  records  of  ^'^elson  OcKy,  Richmond  Co.,  Va.  and 
Amelia  Co.  Va., 

Hicolay  &  Hay-Life  of  Lincoln 

Mercer  Oounty,^y  records 

Bartons'Life  of  Abraham  I'incoln.-iaterinty  of  Lincoln  ?.o  othrs 
Other  state  and  bounty  records  of  Ky,  Ind.  and  Ill« 


M. 'SCOTT,  JR.,  President 

TERRA  ALTA.  W.  VA. 


C.  W.  COLLINS,  Vice  President 

PARKERSBURO,  W.  VA. 


ROY  B.  COOK,  Secretary 

CHARLESTON,  W.  VA. 


West  Virginia  Board  of  Pharmacy 


FRED  C.  ALLEN 

MARLINTON.  W.  VA. 


J.  LOUIS  HAWKINS 

HUNTINGTON,  W.  VA. 


Charleston,  w.  Va. 


Aiigust  20,  1936. 

Dear  Doctor  Warren :- 

The  letters  inclosed  just  came  and 
I  am  leaving  in  few  hours  for  a  two  weeks  trip. 

Would  you  be  good  enough  to  look 
over  this  material  and    send  hack  to  me  later. 


With  kind  regards. 


I 


ttm.  vAtl  -p^mm  find  m  the  att«tefe®t  81%  of 
ps^^  mm  mmmn%m  on  fsr©!'?®  Sp®clfic  Steteiaimts 
wMeh  J.  C.  .teie-r«  bat  mftde  wtth,  y»a^et  to  th«  l>trth- 

t  trast  $t  ma^  h&  po«s8l%l«  for  y<m  to  imife 


✓ 


J 


/ 


*  «   ^    *  ^«  Itnm  ia  llchaoad  Oomty  In  I'm*  haA 

(soa  of  Gathorin©) 

th.^a  one  chlldt     If  th<ir«  w«r#*  oiher«       reoordo  do  not  Indle^^t*  It  m  m.i's^ 
abeth  in  the  onl^r  oHlld  aa»iid»      ^lw»  f ^<m8  ajjA  foiaur  aaaa®ht«r«  «*atl6««d 
tjsr  Or,  W:T%on  ar®  eha^en  of       Bartim*©  iaaelnf^tidn,  ejmatdd  f«p  tha  iiiif^ 
pofta  of  aaaoolatlog  thlt  J©««ph  HaiOoi  with  oa«  or  two  ©thi^r  fwrn  of  th«  snwi 

2,  Thmt'-.  Is  no  aoffcwontarr  evldunc^  what^vsr  T?hi<^  lA«tttlf  t*s«?  tb«  #o««ph  BMttkB 
of  RlehBond  County  rdth  th«  Jo?s«>h  Stenfen  of  RsaapBhiw  County*     B«eh  a  con* 
cluaion.thr  t  they  w«r«  one        the  same,  1b  a  piKTO  at^tlttoa  on  tho  part  Of 
|}r«  Barioiu 

3.  Thii  Je«^h  Haiiks  fmV.j  of  oleirEm  (sea:  not  otfitc?)  on  the  178^  «iioaer«ttioa  for 
Rw^ahlw  Co-onty  aont  certalhly  dooa  not  "t-^lly  oxaotly"    Ith  th?»  Hlo!»o»i 
Coiaxty  fooily  of  throo*     On  psfto  SW  of  his  '^hlm^m  of  Unooln"  Dr»  Barton 
aaait   th  t  th«  flret  TJnited  ntatns  wnmm  for  nrglnla  i«  Inooapl^to*  'Oio 
emmcr  itloas  for  Tlrglnia  In  1?83.  1783*  I'm^m  nl^^ht  t}»  eimootoil.  are  nooh 
■or«  fni#wit-xJ7.and  to  Arar^  th«  cor^elunlon  th«t  th«r«  vne^  no  oth<sr  Jo««ph 
Rj^nko  in  tho  «tat«  h©onu^«  th«  imm  6mn  not  nr^poar  on  tho  coBtparativoXy  fw 
list  aT-: liable  le  sb«mrd» 

t)r.  Barton  ateita  that  the  llstn  of  BsiJforA  Oottnty*  Ta,,  hrw!  not  ^mm  pre- 
»©rrod  (p.  300),  and  it  is  in  this  cotuity  eapiioinlly  «here  thore  m»  a  l&tgi 
colony  of  Fanksos* 

4.  Valid  for  JOBoph  Hni^  of  Kar^shier  Co^ty. 

5*  Valid  for  «ro«eph  Banlci  of  mx^MT^  County. 


The  fact  that  Joseph  Haaks  npme  does  aot  appear  on  any  record  in  Virginia  for 
1784  or  1785  might  sTjggest  he  did  not  longer  exist,  following  the  reasoning  of 
Dr.  Bprton  with  reference  to  the  absence  of  other  Hanks*  naraee  on  similar  lists. 
All  of  the  counties  in  the  Kentuc^  country  were  in  Virginia  mtll  1792, 
Admitted  that  Liacoln^s  mother  ms  horn  hetween  1782  and  1784  and  admitted  that 
a  certain  Joseph  Hanks  lived  on  Mil^es  Run  in  Ea^shier  County?  these  facts  with- 
out any  inference  ahovit  the  relation  of  the  two  individuals  may  'be  tru«» 
fhere  was  a  Joseph  Hanks  living  in  Kelson  Oounty,  Virginia  (later  lentwaky)  in 
1787,     How  long  he  had  heen  living  there  is  prohlematical.     There  is  no  do©* 
umentaxy  citation  for  any  date  earlier  including  «1784«  in  connection  ^ith  this 
Joseph  Hanks .     Dr,  Barton  would  have  us  "believe  th?!,t  the  Joseph  Hanks  of  Hasjp- 
shire  Oounty  and  the  Joseph  Hanks  of  Kelson  Coimty  were  one  and  the  saaie.  This 
is  the  same  type  of  an  assumption  which  caused  him  to  associate  the  Joseph  Hanks 
in  Elchmond  Oounty  with  the  Joseph  Hanks  in  Haafjshier  County. 
There  is  not  a  single  duly  authorized  document  to  show  that  these  three  Joseph 
Hanks  living  In  widely  separated  counties  were  the  one  and  the  saiae  Joseph  Hanks, 
If  the  first  and  third  could  h©  proven  to  he  the  same  or  the  first  and  second 
could  he  proven  to  he  the  same  it  would  he  of  no  avail .     The  second  and  third 
anist  he  one  and  the  same  hefore  we  cr»n  even  approach  the  question  of  the  hlrth- 
place  of  Lincoln*  s  mother »  rand  even  then  the  question  of  relationship  of  a  cer- 
tain Joseph  Hanks  and  Nancy  Hanks,  mother  of  Lincoln,  would  he  prohlematlcal. 
The  will  of  Joseph  Hanks  names  eight  children  which  the  will  states  are  all 
of  his  children.     With  the  two  parents  this  would  make  a  family  of  ten.  How 
many  hoys  and  how  many  girls  were  In  the  family  of  the  Joseph  Hanks  of  Hampshler 
County  are  not  known*  hat  Dr.  Barton  on  pure  as  sumption,  after  adding  one  glrl» 
Lucy,  to  the  Helson  Gotsnty  family,  lilies  that  the  nine  children  In  Hampshler 
County  are  five  hoys  and  four  girls  and  even  goes  so  far  as  to  Increase  th« 
one  known  girl  In  Richmond  Oounty  to  five  sons  and  four  Ascaghters. 


^  3  -  - 

the  only  possll)!©  way  to  harBionize  the  tm  Joseph  Hanks  fafflilies,  one  la  Haap- 
shier  Gomty  and  the  other  in  lelson,  la  to  add  one  girl  to  the  Helson  OoTanty 
family  already  elearly  defined  hy  a  dtily  auth@ria«d  reoord  and  make  yoxir  wia 
choice  in  aaffling  the  sex  of  the  nine  children  in  the  Hajupshler  faially  of  Joseph 

It,  |f  there  is  one  sia#e  H^ie  In  a  d-aly  authorised  public  record  which  furnishea 
«Docm«ntary  that  Lucy  Hanks  is  the  daa^ter  of  Joseph  Hanks  of  ITelaoB 

Oounty*  or  the  slater  of  the  children  Joseph  lfesnk«  naiaad  in  his  wiU.  it  i« 
time  it  ms  presented  for  up  to  date  no  each  document  has  appeared. 
As  a  fair  set  off  to  th«  folk  lore  and  traditions  of  meffibers  of  tha  Hanktf  faat- 
lly.othersjust  as  reliable  contradict  the  statements  of  the  i?rithia  named. 

11.  In  1789  a  Lucy  Hanks  was  indited  for  fornication  hut  ^r.  never  hrou^t  to  trial 
and  in  the  faclP  of  the  law  is  gailtless  of  the  charge.     She  did  aot  wait  a 
year  before  marrying  Henry  Sparrow  but  me  married  on  April  30,  IW,  instead 
of  A.oril  30.  1791,  as  Dr.  Barton  haa  concluded  from  a  miacopied  record.  fhe 
question  of  whether  or  not  Imcy  Haiiks  was  a  widow  at  the  timo  of  her  marriage 
might  be  raised  and  supported  with  evidence  which  is  as  valid  as  that  whiflfe 
claims  she  gave  birth  to  an  illegitimate  child. 

12,  It  is  accepted  generally  that  Kancy  Hanks  was  the  daughter  of  Lucy  Hanks,  bat 
it  is  not  accepted  by  many  leading  students  of  Lincoln  th^at  3f»cy  Hmke  was 
an  illegitimate  child  of  a  ylss  Lucy  Hanks. 

Hote  -  With  reference  to  the  comment  about  Mrs.  Hitchcock,  she  will  eventually  be 
fotmd  more  correct  in  her  deductions  than  W.  B.  Barton,  althou^  she  was  mis- 
taken  about  the  identity  of  Lincoln*  s  mother. 

There  waa  a  Joseph  HankB  who  lived  In  Amalla  County.  Ta.  .  aad  a  large  colony 
of  them  in  that  part  of  Amelia  which  later  became  Bedford. 
There  was  a  Robert  Shipley  and  fan Uy  who  lived  in  the  same  community  and  the 
marriage  of  some  of  his  children  is  affirmed.     Letters  written  by  d  eacendanta 
of  Joseph  Hanks  of  Milson  Comity  as  early  a«  1894  claim  Lincoln's  mother  waa  a 
daughter  of  Jamer.  Hanks. 


Ou/JL  XI  - 

"J^criOui^i^  'l^.jfn^  >#<rv»<i^  J5r 


(^3 


^ 'C^  oJf 


Aiiga«t  36. 


Mr.  f .  f-  Ball 

ifcntiocii,  «fi«t  Tlrglnla 
> 

My  dear  Mr.  BollJ 

Tmor  lett&r  with  rsfereais©  to  lihe  |>?t>l»ftbillty 
of  fh«  Lincoln  liatlonal  X»lf«  Ia«raranc«  CoE^ajsQr  atequiring 
your  property.  It  at  h&rA» 

1  aat  qtiltc  «ar»  that  %Tm  Coi^ny  ?rtralct  not  b« 
at  all  interested  la  tii«  aeqalsition  of  the  ls»d  Mt  w% 
tliank:  you  for  calling  %im  rasttar  %o  ovac  attantlon* 

Vary  tmly  yoxin 


Director 
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Nancy  Hanks'  cabin  to  be  restored 

By  MARLA  PISCIOTTA,  Tribune  Staff  Writer 

The  Mineral  County  Historical  Society  voted  to  have  Aaron  Class  of  1  st  Class  Carpentry  restore  the  porch  of 
the  Nancy  Hanks  cabin. 

"Several  years  ago  we  made  a  decision  to  be  responsible  for  the  maintenance  and  upkeep  of  the  cabin,"  said 
Frank  Roleff,  a  member  of  the  society. 

The  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Hanks  lived  in  a  one-room  log  cabin  very  much  like  the  reproduction  shown 
on  the  photograph.  The  orginal  cabin  was  located  along  a  stream  of  Mike's  Run  (Mineral  County)  off  South 
Patterson  Creek  Road.  That  property  site  has  been  disturbed  due  to  flood  control. 

"This  cabin  is  a  pretty  close  replica,"  said  Roleff.  It's  not  far  from  the  original  cabin.  It  is  a  one-room  cabin 
made  of  logs,  with  a  porch  running  the  width  of  the  cabin,  on  approximately  1 50  to  200  square  feet  of  lawn.  It 
is  presently  owned  by  the  Nancy  Hanks  Farms  Incorporated,  and  has  been  placed  in  Environmental  Trust. 

A  monument  sitting  across  from  the  cabin  acknowledges  the  cabin  and  Lincoln's  mother. 

The  society  is  paying  for  supplies  to  repair  and  restore  the  log  cabin  porch.  Class  is  donating  his  time. 

Senator  Robert  C.  Byrd  has  expressed  interest  in  this  historical  property.  Other  officials  at  the  state  level  are 
equally  interested  and  looking  into  the  property  becoming  an  historical  state  park. 

The  repair  of  the  porch  is  the  first  phase  to  acknowledging  Hanks.  Tentative  plans  in  the  future  is  a  celebration 
in  2009,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  will  be  200-years-old. 

According  to  reserach  by  the  legislature,  Nancy  Hanks  was  bom  on  the  Doll  farm  on  Mike's  Run,  a  branch  of 
Patterson  Creek,  at  some  date,  not  earlier  than  June  11,  1783,  nor  later  than  June  11,  1784.  In  1929  a  memorial 
stone  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  cabin  in  which  she  was  bom.  The  memorial  would  later  be  moved  in  1932 
to  the  present  site. 

It  has  been  documented  that  the  logs  used  to  build  the  original  cabin  were  34  feet  long  and  were  cut  down  to  27 
feet. 


Much  of  the  information  about  Nancy  Hanks  came  from  her  son,  Abraham  Lincoln,  after  he  was  elected  to 
Congress.  He  was  asked  to  write  about  the  knowledge  of  his  family.  He  wrote  in  a  biography  in  1860  that  his 
father  was  28  and  his  mother  was  in  her  23rd  year  when  they  were  married.  His  father,  Thomas  Lincoln,  was 
bom  in  Virginia  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  June  12,  1806. 

Work  on  the  cabin  is  schedule  to  be  completed  by  fall  of  this  year. 
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Historical  cabin  gets  TLC 

By  MARLA  PISCIOTTA 
Tribune  Staff  Writer 

The  Mineral  County 
Historical  Society  has 
been  given  permission  by 
the  Nancy  Hanks  Home 
Owners  Association  to 
maintain  and  "upkeep"  the 
historical  Nancy  Hanks 

Cabin,  which  is  located  on  •«   "  *'  .       ^.     .  , 

r.y^  ■  .        1st  Class  Carpentry  owner  Aaron  Class  IS  shown 

1 !)  acres  ol  ttieir  property,    ^vorking  on  the  final  phases  of  renovation  of  the 

Nancy  Hanks  Cabin.  Tribune  photo/Donna  Class 

In  recent  years,  the  porch 

roof  had  fallen  down  and  needed  repaired,  as  well  as  preserved  to  it's 
original  "look." 

While  working  on  a  project  in  the  area,  Aaron  Class,  owner  of  1st  Class 
Carpentry,  noticed  the  cabin  and  made  mention  of  its  condition  to  one  of 
his  customers. 

The  customer,  Shirley  Terrell,  is  an  officer  in  the  Mineral  County 
Historical  Foundation  and  spoke  with  the  board  of  directors  about  the 
cabin.  Following  which,  members  of  the  board  contacted  Class  to  talk 
about  repair.  Class  agreed  to  do  the  work. 

Class  has  completed  the  demolition  of  the  falling-down  porch  and  roof 
and  was  able  to  salvage  some  of  the  unhued  small  tree  trunks  to  frame 
rebuild  it.  He  then  sheeted  it  with  rough  sawn  lumber  donated  by  Society 
member  Frank  Roleff. 

Class  then  finished  the  top  of  the  roof  with  cedar  shingles  provided  by 
the  Historical  Society. 

The  restoration/repair  on  the  cabin  is  completed,  according  to  Class,  who 
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1  r>r^  l     donated  his  time  and  labor. 


"After  seeing  the  condition  of  the  porch  roof,  I  wanted  to  do  what  I 
could  to  help  in  its  preservation,"  Class  said. 

The  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Nancy  Hanks  lived  in  a  one-room  log 
cabin  very  much  like  the  one  shown  being  restored.  The  original  cabin 
was  located  along  a  stream  of  Mike's  Run  (Mineral  County)  off  South 
Patterson  Creek  Road.  That  property  site  has  been  disturbed  due  to  flood 
control. 


The  current  cabin  is  a  pretty  close  replica  to  the  original  Hanks  cabin.  It 
is  a  one-room  cabin  made  of  logs,  with  a  porch  running  the  width  of  the 
cabin.  The  home  owner's  association  has  the  cabin  in  an  environmental 
trust,  according  to  Roleff. 


It  has  been  documented  that  the  logs  used  to  build  the  original  cabin 
were  34  feet  long  and  were  cut  down  to  27  feet.  Much  of  the  information 
about  Nancy  Hanks  came  from  her  son,  Abraham  Lincoln,  after  he  was 
elected  to  Congress. 

-   A  monument  sits  across  from  the  cabin  acknowledging  it  as  Lincoln's 
mother's  cabin. 

Senator  Robert  C.  Byrd  has  expressed  intererst  in  this  historical 
property.  Other  officials  at  state  level  are  equally  interested  and  looking 
into  the  property  becoming  an  historical  state  park. 
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